
Heritage is all around us –

from buildings, street

patterns, parks and gardens

to buried remains, our

towns are rich in the

historical character and the

myriad details that

contribute to a special

sense of place. This booklet

contains advice that will

enable you, as a social

landlord, to rise to the

challenge of integrating that

heritage into housing

schemes, to the benefit of

your tenants and the

community at large.

HOMES WITH HISTORY

‘People place a high

value on the historic

environment … it is

seen as a major

contributor to the

quality of life’ 

(Power of Place)

INSTITUTE OF FIELD
ARCHAEOLOGISTS



WHAT HAVE ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE GOT TO DO WITH IT?

‘The historic

environment makes a

vital contribution to

the quality of

everyone’s life and is

central to our sense

of local, regional and

national identity.’

(Keith Hill, Minister for

Housing and Planning)

As a busy social landlord, archaeology might not be top of your priority list – you
might even regard it as just another hurdle to overcome as you focus on your
main task: balancing costs and practicality in providing much-needed housing.

But many Housing Association projects do involve archaeology in some form or
another – whether you are regenerating a group of terraced houses or developing
a brownfield site. By archaeology, we don’t just mean buried remains – we
include all the physical evidence of our history, visible in the form of standing
buildings, street patterns, and associations with people and events. That heritage is
all around us, and it plays an important role in our sense of place.

What is more, the historic environment cannot simply be wished away. Because it
belongs to us all, and is a precious and non-renewable resource, successive
governments have put in place safeguards to ensure that our built and buried
heritage is protected from loss wherever possible, and that a record is made for
posterity where loss is unavoidable.

This booklet will help you understand the duties of developers with regard to that
archaeological heritage. It does not attempt to be comprehensive – the proper
care, repair and maintenance of building fabric is another important issue for
social landlords that is dealt with elsewhere, in such publications as Informed
Conservation.

The booklet is concerned too with the added value that heritage can bring, in
terms of sustainability, social inclusion and community cohesion. We aim to help
you see heritage as opportunity and not as a problem – and to inspire you with
examples of projects that integrate housing and heritage to everyone’s benefit.

The booklet brings together the Housing Corporation, the Institute of Field
Archaeologists and English Heritage. We are united in the belief that good
housing schemes that build on the past and give it new relevance in the present
can play a major role in fostering flourishing communities. Tenants enjoy living in
buildings with historical character and distinction, and the community at large
benefits from the regeneration of sites and buildings that form an important part of
the town’s fabric and history.

The fifteenth-century priory of St Margaret
in King’s Lynn won awards when
converted to five dwellings.

Fishermen’s cottages at Cley, North
Norfolk, a pretty seaside village where
holiday lets and second homes make it
difficult for local people to find a house.
The Blakeney Neighbourhood Housing
Society was set up to improve this
situation and now has about fifty
properties. Local character is as important
as local residents, so plain but distinctive
North Norfolk cottage styles, especially
use of knapped flint, are faithfully kept.
(Broadland Housing Association Ltd)

Norwich has an immense stock of historic
buildings. In recent years economic
decline has brought problems, but now
regeneration through heritage is seen as
the way forward. At Carrow Hill, Victorian
artisan cottages were built for workers in
the mustard industry. The area was heavily
bombed in the second world war and
became run-down and disreputable, but
rehabilitation of the nineteenth-century
housing stock and opening up of historic
features is now making it a desirable part
of Norwich. Sited on a defensible hill top
with wide views across the river, the
medieval town walls still run through the
site and are topped by the Black Tower,
one of Norwich’s surviving defensive look-
outs, now incorporated in landscaping for
a housing scheme.

Victorian workhouses have an important
place in social history as well as the
historic environment. Their physical fabric
was often well designed and can be
converted effectively. Ditchburn Place in
Cambridge, built in 1838, has seen many
uses and is now a residential home.

Excavation of Low Hall, Waltham Forest, in
advance of development by a consortium
of housing associations uncovered a
history of exactly 600 years: tree-ring
dating showed that the bridge across the
moat was built in the summer of 1344,
and the V1 flying bomb that destroyed the
house on 18 July 1944 was unearthed. The
aerial view shows the unearthed
foundations for the medieval manor house
(bottom centre), with private rooms to the
right and servants’ quarters to the left.
(Museum of London Archaeology Service)






