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From the committee 
Melanie Johnson, CFA Archaeology Ltd 

 

 
 
It has fallen to me for this issue of our newsletter to 
kick off with a short piece from the current 
committee!  
 
I have been working as an archaeologist in Scotland 
since 1996 and have been a member of the IfA/CIfA 
since 1999. I applied for PIfA when I was undertaking 
my PhD at the University of Edinburgh, as myself and 
a fellow doctoral student were planning to 
undertake some fieldwork on the Isle of Lewis over 
the summer vacations, in order to provide a 'field 
school' learning environment for undergraduate 
students while doing some research in a place we 
both loved. We needed to apply for grants from 
various bodies, both within and external to the 

university, in order to fund the fieldwork, and I 
believed that demonstrating membership of our 
professional institute would be beneficial in filling 
out the grant applications, to show that we were 
committed to upholding the (then) IfA's standards 
and code of conduct for our planned excavation and 
post-excavation work. I'm happy to say that we were 
successful and completed two excellent seasons of 
excavation with more than 20 undergraduates 
involved! 
 
I continued with my membership through the rest of 
my doctoral study, with an eye to getting full-time 
work once I graduated, as I strongly believed that 
demonstrating membership would help me in my 
job applications. In fact, I was offered a post at CFA 
Archaeology Ltd as a Site Assistant before I even 
finished my PhD! 
 
I am still with CFA, 14 years later, and am now a 
fieldwork Project Manager and the Head of Post-
excavation Services, and have progressed through 
that time, with encouragement from my employer, 
from PIfA to AIfA and MIfA, now MCIfA. As a 
Registered Organisation, CFA is very supportive of 
my time on the Scottish Group committee and 
encourages membership take-up amongst its staff 
across all of our offices. I have been very pleased to 
be able to help a number of colleagues with their 
membership applications over the last few years and 
to help advise on undertaking CPD and filling out 
CIfA PDP logs for those staff I line manage, as part of 
our in-house appraisals system.  
 
I have been actively involved in the Scottish Group 
committee since 2011 and have been the group's 
Honorary Secretary for the past 3 years. I have been 
able to attend a number of the Groups Forum 
meetings during that time on behalf of the 

newsletter 



May 2015 

 

 
 
2  |  CIfA Scottish Group 

 

committee, formerly edited this newsletter, 
represented CIfA at conferences with a display 
stand, and I have also been to the CIfA annual 
conference a number of times over the years, all of 
which I have thoroughly enjoyed. I would heartily 
recommend getting involved! 
 
I'm due to retire from the committee next year and 
I'm already thinking ahead to the other ways that I 
can continue to be involved in the work of CIfA after 
that. I am also closely following the consultation 
process on chartering of individual archaeologists as 
this is something I would aspire to achieve if CIfA 
decide to go down that route. 
 

Scottish Group Recent 
Activities 

 
Members of the Scottish Group represent CIfA on a 
number of other panels and groups, including: 
 

¶ SHED programme management group; 

¶ Regular Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) 
Historic Environment Working Group meetings; 

¶ Archaeological Archives in Scotland discussion 
group; 

¶ Historic Environment Bill stakeholder workshops. 
 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ /LŦ!Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
office in Reading in responding to historic 
environment consultations relevant to Scotland and 
Scottish members. CIfA recently responded to 
consultations on (amongst others): 
 

February 2016 
¶ Environment Scotland Corporate Plan  

¶ Scottish Government's research on permitted 
development rights and planning guidance for 
electronic communications infrastructure 

 

January 2016 
¶ Scottish GƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘǊŀŦǘ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

2016 ς 2021 
 
Full consultation responses can be found at here 

 

 

 

 

Training 
 
Drones and Archaeology: the use of UAVs to 
protect and manage archaeology in Scotland 
Matt Ritchie MCIfA, Forestry Commission Scotland 
 

 
The spectacular Iron Age dun of Kraiknish on Skye 
was photographed using a UAV in February 2013 
(copyright FCS by EM Photo). 
 
This workshop was hosted by ALGAO Scotland and 
the CIfA Scottish Group. The workshop was aimed at 
those who may undertake or commission the 
collection of archaeological data through the use of 
UAVs. Attendees came from various local authority 
archaeology services, Historic Environment Scotland 
and a number of archaeological companies. The 
workshop was run by David Connolly (BAJR), Matt 
Ritchie (FCS) and Oskar Sveinbjarnarson (University 
of Aberdeen) and was split into three main sections 
(with plenty of useful discussion throughout).  
 
The workshop first explored the theory and ethos of 
the use of drones in low altitude aerial photography, 
examining the importance of good archaeological 
images and visualisation in communicating our site 
or place-based work. We then explored the 
developing legal framework and the various 
operating requirements, including examples of the 
use of drones in photogrammetric survey, for 

http://www.archaeologists.net/advocacy/consultations/2016
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recording excavation trenches, for site condition 
monitoring and for informing interpretation. Finally, 
a number of detailed case studies highlighted the 
various challenges and opportunities faced by 
archaeologists in using drones in their work.  
 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƴews 
 

The Cist on the Foreshore 
Beverley Ballin Smith MCIfA, Archaeology Reports 
Online 

 

 
The cist prior to excavation © ARO. 
 
Analysis of finds from the archaeological excavation 
of a cist burial located on the foreshore at Lopness 
on Sanday in Orkney have revealed new evidence for 
Bronze Age burial practices.  
 
The cist, which was in danger of being eroded by the 
sea, was excavated in September 2000 as part of 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ IǳƳŀƴ wŜƳŀƛƴǎ /ŀƭƭ hŦŦ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ 
by Orkney Archaeological Trust and on behalf of the 
then Glasgow University Archaeological Research 
Division (G.U.A.R.D.). The cist was constructed from 
large beach flags and contained the skeleton of a 
middle-aged to elderly woman. The osteological 
evidence points to a woman who led a physically 
demanding life, which involved repetitive actions 
over time and who at the time of her death was 
suffering from the crippling effects of osteoarthritis.  
During her working life she may have spent much of 
her time at a loom, but other activities, such as net 
fishing may have contributed to her osteological 
profile. The radiocarbon data, taking into account 
the marine reservoir effect, indicates that the 
woman was buried probably between 1890 and 
1520 BC.  
 

 
The inhumation fully excavated © ARO. 
 
The cist also contained a relatively large amount of 
animal bone as well as fragments of shell, 
lobster/crab, sea urchin/starfish, and fish bone. This 
is not a common phenomenon and the vast majority 
of this material is likely to have been ΨƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭΩΦ 
Lithic material and pottery were also found overlying 
the skeletal remains. The lithic material was 
predominantly knapping debris, which suggests it 
derived from elsewhere. Lithic artefacts recovered 
from prehistoric funerary contexts are commonly 
ΨǇǊŜǎǘƛƎŜ ƎƻƻŘǎΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ŧƭƛƴǘ ƪƴƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
are not normally the waste from the manufacture of 
such objects. The Lopness lithic artefacts are thought 
to date to the early to middle Bronze Age. At least 
two pottery vessels were identified but it is unlikely, 
given the small number of sherds, that whole vessels 
were ever present. Stylistically the assemblage 
ranges from the mid to late second millennium BC. 
Botanical evidence, comprising carbonised barley 
cereal grains was also recovered from the cist 
deposits. These remains, together with the lithic 
artefacts and pottery are indicative of waste or 
midden material forming the upper fills of the cist.  
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The most likely sequence of events involves the 
burial of a deceased female in a cist without 
surviving grave goods in the early to middle Bronze 
Age. Accumulations of midden material, possibly 
from a slight mound capping the burial, 
subsequently fell into the cist with the collapse of its 
lid. The cist had become damaged and the burial was 
disturbed, and it is likely that the situation may have 
been rectified by the deliberate introduction of 
offerings (lamb bones and limpets) into the grave. 
However, there does not appear to have been any 
attempt made to repair the cist lid, even though the 
cist was likely to have been recognised as a grave. 
However, the subsequent collapse of midden into 
the cist brought with it the pottery and the lithic 
artefacts. 
 

 
The Cist on the Foreshore at Lopness, Sanday, 
Orkney Lopness, Sanday, Orkney © ARO. 

 
There are few parallels for the Lopness cist burial in 
Orkney. At Sand Fiold, a rock cut burial chamber in 
Sandwick, Orkney, contained the remains of two 
inhumations (foetal and sub-adult) and two 
cremated adult males. One of the cremated remains 
was contained within a Food Vessel Urn while the 
other formed a discrete pile in the centre of the cist. 
The radiocarbon dates from Sand Fiold suggest 
longevity of use of this burial place with cremation 
and inhumation rites taking place during the same 
period. The sub-adult inhumation within the Sand 
Fiold cist is of comparable date to the Lopness 
inhumation and together bear testament to the 

continued use of inhumation into the Bronze Age on 
Orkney despite the adoption of cremation. They also 
suggest the broadly contemporary use of two very 
different types of funerary rite, sometimes even 
within the same burial as at Sand Fiold or at the 
middle Bronze Age barrow cemetery at Linga Fiold 
on the Orkney Mainland. There are considerable 
differences between cremation and inhumation 
rituals and use of one rite over another strongly 
suggests that quite different attitudes to the dead 
were involved. 

 
The full results of this research, ARO19: The Cist on 
the Foreshore at Lopness, Sanday, Orkney by Lorna 
Innes (see opposite), has just been published and is 
now freely available to download from the ARO 
website - Archaeology Reports Online. 
 

Udal, North Uist: Post-excavation work 
Mark Hall MCIfA, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

 
The latest phase of post-excavation research on the 
smallest site (RUX6) of the Udal, North Uist has just 
recommenced, funded by Historic Environment 
Scotland and Comhairlie nan Eilean Sair (CnES). The 
main aim of the analysis and research is to produce a 
comprehensive account of the site for publication in 
2016/17. Although the area, situated on the west 
coast of the Udal peninsular was trial-trenched in 
the 1960s, Iain Crawford, the project instigator and 
excavator, only identified it as a Bronze Age burial 
site in 1974 due to the effects of coastal erosion. It 
was not until the beginning of the 1980s that the site 
was excavated in its entirety by Crawford and his 
team. Today, the location of the site is hard to 
identify as it has been completely removed by the 
sea. 
 
At the time of excavation the kerbed burial cairn was 
identified as a new type of Scottish monument, but 
this was the latest of a series of structures present 
on the site. The full analysis of the structures is 
currently being undertaken, but it would seem that 
domestic buildings and those of ritual purpose 
interwove from the later Neolithic period and into 
the Bronze Age. There are shades of the Knap of 
Howar in Orkney in the positioning of two late 
Neolithic buildings side by side (on the 1980s coast), 
with evidence of surrounding middens and 
cultivation. However, a possible mortuary structure 
and standing stone replaced the earlier buildings 

http://archaeologyreportsonline.com/publications.html
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when blown shell sand covered them and the 
surrounding fields. Only later, after further 
accumulation of sand and the digging and rapid 
backfilling of many large pits, was the kerbed cairn 
constructed around a cist that contained a well-
preserved human skeleton.  
 
Teasing the story from hand-written, pre-
computerised notes is not easy, but enough of the 
evidence remains to interpret the story and the 
accompanying finds and samples. The Udal Project is 
led by Mark Hall (CnES), with support from Beverley 
Ballin Smith at the head of a team of specialists 
working on the post-excavation analysis and 
publication, including Dr Judith Aird, who excavated 
at RUX6 in the 1980s and wrote her PhD on its 
mammal bone. 
 
The other key aspects of the Udal Project are to 1) 
identify the approach needed for the post 
excavation analysis and publication of the 
significantly more complicated Udal sites, the 
mounds known as North and South; 2) to develop 
and implement a funding strategy for that approach, 
and; 3) to refine and find funding solutions for the 
model that makes the archaeology of the Udal (in a 
Uist-wide context) accessible to both Island 
communities and Island visitors.  
 

The above image shows archaeologists and 
volunteers working in bare feet on the fragile sands 
and contexts of RUX6, and excavating some of the 
pits and midden areas. 
          
The below image shows Donald MacIntosh, Ian 
/ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
remains of the RUX cairn site he helped excavate. 11 
February 2016. 
 

 
 
Killiecrankie Battlefield metal detecting survey 
Ronan Toolis MCIfA, GUARD Archaeology Ltd 
 
A recent metal detecting survey of the Killiecrankie 
Battlefield, one of the best preserved battlefields in 
Scotland, has revealed exciting new evidence for the 
location of the fighting which saw a Jacobite army of 
Highlanders defeat a government army over three 
hundred years ago. 
  

 
Metal detecting across the Killiecrankie Battlefield © 
GUARD Archaeology Ltd 
 
The survey, carried out by a team from GUARD 
Archaeology and metal detecting volunteers from 
Detecting Scotland and Scottish Artefact Recovery 
Group (SARG), was carried out in August and 
October 2015 over the iconic battlefield site which is 
located to the south of Blair Atholl in Perthshire. 
 
'The Battle of Killiecrankie was the opening battle of 
the first Jacobite Rising in Scotland and took place on 
the 27th July 1689 between the government army of 
William of Orange and Jacobite forces led by John 
Graham of Claverhouse, 1st Viscount Dundee, better 
known as Bonnie Dundee,' said GUARD Archaeology 
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Project Officer Maureen Kilpatrick, who led the 
survey. 'During the battle Bonnie Dundee was fatally 
wounded although his army won the day.  The rout 
of Government troops which followed is particularly 
remembered due to one Government soldier making 
ǘƘŜ ΨǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǇΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ DŀǊǊȅΦ' 
 
Significant finds recovered include musket and pistol 
balls (with many showing signs of use), several 
copper alloy buttons, buckles, horseshoes, a copper 
alloy harness boss and part of the support for a 
sword belt.  The location of these finds has revealed 
the widespread nature of the battle and highlighted 
areas of intense fighting. 
 

 
Lead munitions recovered from the Killiecrankie 
Battlefield © GUARD Archaeology Ltd 
 
'The highest density of these finds appears to be in 
the central area and to a lesser extent in the north-
western area of the survey, with fewer artefacts 
recovered in the south-east area,' said Maureen. 
'This dearth of finds in the south-east is likely to be 
due to the main focus of the battle being in the 
central and north-west areas, in the direction of Blair 
Atholl which the Government army was attempting 
to reach. The north-west and central areas were 
particularly steep with natural terracing along the 
hillside which would have afforded cover to the 
Jacobite troops as they made their way down the 
valley sides, dipping in and out of view, towards the 
Government soldiers on the day of the battle. The 
recovery of artefacts such as musket, carbine and 
pistol balls from these areas provides information on 
the route the soldiers took during the battle and the 
possible areas of close combat where personal items 
such as buttons and buckles were lost.' 
 

 
Distribution of battlefields finds at Killiecrankie © 
GUARD Archaeology Ltd 
 
Maureen added, 'Interestingly most of the recovered 
munitions appear to be on the north side of the A9 
and on those areas which are more topographically 
even despite the southern gradient. The presence of 
the pistol balls in particular would suggest close 
quarters fighting as the effective range would be 25 -
30 m; carbines and pistols were used by cavalry in 
the main, while pistols were also largely a weapon 
used by officers. Many of the recovered munitions 
revealed evidence of use, with several containing 
surface indentations, whilst others appeared 
completely flat having lost their spherical shape. 
Lead is a very soft, malleable metal with a low 
melting point of only 327 degrees centigrade. When 
a lead ball is shot through a weapon the firing 
velocity and temperature increases making this 
already soft metal more malleable. The result is that 
on impact the ball can easily deform, at times 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǎǇƭŀǘǘŜǊΩΦ' 
  
The work carried out in collaboration with experts 
from the Centre for Battlefield Archaeology at the 
University of Glasgow was undertaken for Jacobs UK 
Limited on behalf of Transport Scotland as part of 
the cultural heritage assessment for the A9 upgrade 
works. 
 
Warren Bailie, Project Manager at GUARD 
Archaeology Limited who carried out the metal 
detecting survey said: 'The recent metal detecting 
survey on the Killiecrankie Battlefield, one of the 
best preserved battlefields in Scotland, has revealed 
exciting new evidence to back up the earlier findings 
of archaeological work carried out in 2003 as part of 



March 2016 
 

 
CIfA Scottish Group | 7 

 

the well-known TV programme 'Two men in a 
Trench'. GUARD Archaeology Limited, along with our 
partners involved in the survey - especially the 
numerous metal-detecting volunteers who took part 
- have enjoyed working on such an iconic, nationally 
significant battlefield site and playing a part in 
helping improve our understanding of this important 
event in ScotlandΩǎ ǇŀǎǘΦϥ 
 

Riddles Court 
Mike Cressey MCIfA, CFA Archaeology Ltd 
 
Since August 2015 CFA Archaeology Ltd have been 
carrying out a programme of archaeological 
recording during the refurbishment of the Category 
A Listed 16th century courtyard building at Riddles 
Court, Lawnmarket, Edinburgh. The refurbishment is 
funded by a HLF grant of £6 million. The refurbished 
building is due to be opened in 2017 as the new 
Patrick Geddes Centre - a centre of learning, visitor 
centre, conference and office space.  
 
Over the years, the building complex has undergone 
many stages of alteration and repair, some of which, 
particularly in the 1960s were very damaging and 
intrusive.  As modern wall linings and partitions have 
been removed by the main contractor, John Dennis 
Ltd, historically significant architectural features 
have been exposed including three painted ceilings 
and five hidden fireplaces dating from the 16th, 17th 
and 18th centuries.   
 
The most impressive fireplace (Fig 1) was hidden 
behind a ground floor wall in the ladies toilet. We 
knew from historic plans that a small 19th century 
fireplace had at one time been present at this 
location, but we had no idea that this small fireplace 
had been built inside a much larger 16th century 
fireplace, with a surviving bread oven and salt press.  
 

 
Fig 1: A late 16th century fireplace and bread oven 
 
The bread oven (Fig 2) was bee-hive shaped and 
lined with clay bricks. It would have been fired using 
wood then raked out when it was at the right 
temperature. Salt was a precious commodity in the 
16th century, and hence it was usually kept safe and 
dry near the fire in a salt press.  A fireplace of this 
type is an incredibly rare survival in Edinburgh. 
 

 
Fig 2: Detailed shot of the bread oven 
 
A painted ceiling in the Beam Room on the first floor 
dates from 1598 (Fig 3). The ceiling was created to 
commemorate the occasion of a royal banquet, 
hosted in this room by the city elders in honour of 
the Duke of Holstein, brother-in-law to King James 
VI, who was on an official visit.  
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Fig 3:  One of the ornate painted ceiling boards in 
the Beam Room (©SHBT) 
 
In a room next to the Beam Room a set of painted 
timbers (Fig 4) were revealed during the removal of 
a 1960s period plaster ceiling. Although only a single 
painted board has survived the painted beams have 
fared better and eventually these will be cleaned by 
a conservator and left on show to the public.  This 
find indicates that the whole of the first floor was 
probably used for the royal banquet.  
 

 
Fig 4:  Exposed painted beams behind a 1960s ceiling 
Ornate tempera paintwork (Fig 5) has also been 
discovered on two ceilings on the second floor. 

Preliminary investigation work has shown that these 
are extensive and indicates that the second floor 
was also of high status. 
 

 
Fig 5: Artwork on one of the late 16th century 
painted ceiling boards. 
 
It really is exciting to see the artwork of a painted 
ceiling that has lain hidden from view for over 400 
years. Such events are rare in building archaeology 
and are a once-in-a-lifetime find. 
 
The archaeological work is likely to run into the 
summer when new areas of the building become 
accessible and we suspect that more surprises will 
come to light. 
 
The work was funded by the SHBT and administered 
by LDN Architects, Edinburgh. 
 
Click here to see more. 

 
Scottish conferences online 
Doug Rocks-Macqueen ACIfA, Landward Research 
Ltd. 
 

 
 
In the last few months there have been multiple 
conferences in Scotland. I have been able to film 
some of these conferences and you can now view 
some of the presentations online: 
 

http://www.cfa-archaeology.co.uk/2013/08/riddles-court-lawnmarket-edinburgh/#sthash.oN6TUjbr.dpuf
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EAA Conference, Glasgow 
In September, 2015, 2000 archaeologists descended 
on Glasgow for the annual European Association of 
Archaeologists conference. Over 90 presentations, 
covering a range of topics from rethinking the Celts 
to Graffiti, were record and are now on the EAA 
website.  
 
TaFAC, Perth 
The annual Tayside and Fife Archaeological 
Committee conference was held in November, 2015. 
The presentations covered not just the Tayside and 
Fife area but the whole of Scotland. Those 
presentations can be viewed here.   
 
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ 
Pitlochry 
The fourth annual SCH conference was also held in 
November.  Included in the videos were interviews 
with the different groups that attended and a time-
lapse video of the conference mural being drawn. 
View those videos here.   
 
Planning for wellbeing ς What can Heritage and 
Archaeology contribute?  
Cara Jones ACIfA, Archaeology Scotland 
 
This article was first written for a BEFS blog spot, in 
response to BEFS lecture ς Planning for Wellbeing: 
how can the planning system contribute to wellbeing 
in a fairer Scotland? The lecture was recorded and 
can be watched from this link. It was an excellent 
(and free!) evening, with some brilliant contributors 
and I was asked to write a response from an 
archaeological point of view. It was an interesting 
proposal, despite not being a planner or a built 
environment specialist, I have worked within a large 
planning department and I have spent half of my 
career working in the commercial archaeology 
ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ 
Heritage and archaeology is often perceived as a 
constraint to developers (that is changing with some 
developments) and rarely is it linked to 
contemporary wellbeing. I have worked on many 
developments where we have had to balance the 
ΨǾŀƭǳŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŀƭǳŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
development. Often the heritage AND the people 
get lost in those discussions and ultimate decisions.     
 
Yet heritage and archaeology is a powerful 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇƭŀŎŜΩ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ hƴŜ 
key aim of our Adopt-a-Monument scheme is to 

make heritage and archaeology accessible and 
relevant to all, by offering opportunities to get 
actively involved in their local heritage. Projects like 
Women at War, which worked in partnership with 
Ross-ǎƘƛǊŜǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ¢ǿƻ 
airbase and research the role of women who served 
at the site.  Participants said that Women at War 
changed the way they looked at the landscape and 
heritage in general. This heritage project challenged 
their perception of what heritage and archaeology 
can be, and helped them develop knowledge and 
interest in their local landscape and their local 
heritage. Participants not only developed a new 
understanding and appreciation of their local historic 
environment and the landscape it was situated 
within, but also developed new skills and self-
confidence which they have begun to apply to other 
aspects of their lives. 
 
So if engaging with their local heritage can transform 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
that, a sense of their own identity, how can we 
incorporate that into long term place making which 
will help towards engaging with disenfranchised 
audiences? Can we apply these concepts practically, 
to the work we all do?  
 
People know their spaces and places, often much 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨǿŜΩ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ 
elements of each Adopt-a-Monument project is 
conducting that initial site visit ς meeting the 
community group and the heritage asset they wish 
ǘƻ ΨŀŘƻǇǘΩΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
have accrued specialist knowledge which can 
support their project, it is their stories and personal 
connections which make that place relevant to 
contemporary lives. My skills enable a project to 
take place, within policy and legislative frameworks, 
but it is the community group who decides which 
tasks to take forward, which stories to tell. Nick 
Wright quite rightly touched on how better 
consultation with communities can sometimes 
resolve tensions arising from planning decisions. 
 
Alex Neil mentioned that we no longer plan, we 
zone. In my career I have been involved with 
masterplan developments ς these large scale, 
forward thinking visions, allows for heritage 
ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ 
against (i.e. micro-siting around the archaeology) or 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ 
ǿƛǘƘΩΦ ¸Ŝǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

http://e-a-a.org/Glasgow2015video.htm
http://e-a-a.org/Glasgow2015video.htm
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBjeGwwG0rtSepLY6pZcal46PQLSi8uB-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBjeGwwG0rtSepLY6pZcal46PQLSi8uB-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBjeGwwG0rtSepLY6pZcal46PQLSi8uB-
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBjeGwwG0rtShSyva_4AlOGZNJcZmJzJv
http://www.befs.org.uk/blog
http://www.befs.org.uk/calendar/48/313-Planning-for-Wellbeing
http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/our-projects/adopt-monument
http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/our-projects/women-war
http://www.befs.org.uk/news/185/49/How-can-planning-contribute-to-wellness/d,Blog
http://www.befs.org.uk/news/185/49/How-can-planning-contribute-to-wellness/d,Blog
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/msps/currentmsps/Alex-Neil-MSP.aspx
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consultation, but are the views of key stakeholders 
really taken into account? Should the community 
not be involved at a much earlier stage?  
 
A large part of my job is to listen to community 
groups ς what heritage is important to them and 
how can we help facilitate a project around their 
passion and enthusiasm. At times we need to 
reframe tasks, utilise the evident enthusiasm and 
passion for heritage but redirect it to achievable 
outcomes. The most important element about our 
work is that it is community-led, co-designed and 
ΨŎƻ-ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΩΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƭŜŀŘǎ 
to a more sustainable network of community 
heritage groups ς they feel empowered, entitled and 
qualified to monitor their sites and speak up for their 
heritage. They feel a sense of ownership and 
belonging. Could this approach not be applied to 
planning frameworks?     
 
Sir Harry Burns ǿŀǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
always able to make informed decisions about 
planning needs and urban requirements. His 
example of the new Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital Campus was a powerful one ς the public 
wanted smaller hospitals dispersed around the city, 
but that concept was no longer compatible with 
delivering a modern health service. Our planning 
system still needs to be a practical one.  However, I 
was struck by the comment by the representative 
from Planning Democracy ς that there is much 
inequality in the planning system. Through our work 
with Adopt-a-Monument, we certainly see that. The 
ability to mount an eloquent and ultimately 
successful protest of the destruction of a heritage 
site in advance of development takes skill, specialist 
knowledge and is often time consuming. These skills 
are in short supply within some Scottish 
communities. A more open and accessible planning 
process may help address this.   
 
One contributor to the lecture talked about the need 
to streamline the planning process. This troubled me 
ς yes, we should make it far easier for communities 
to engage with the planning process, but not at the 
expense of a full impact assessment of a proposed 
development, however large or small. As we see 
large scale cuts hit local governments and with that, 
budget reductions for planning authorities, we feel 
those cuts keenly in the heritage sector. After all ς 
who cares about heritage when there is no money 

for more essential services? I feel this is a dangerous 
line to tread. Streamlining planning assessments 
could lead to further damage or desecration of the 
local heritage which matters to that community. In 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ōƭƛǘȊ Ψǎƛƴƪ 
ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ, Sir Harry Burns passionately pointed out 
that Scotland had tried that in the post-war era and 
ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ I thoroughly agree ς these examples 
of built heritage are still just that ς representative of 
ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōǳƭƭŘƻȊŜ 
heritage, we do not improve wellbeing, we destroy 
identities.   
 
Years ago, one volunteer remarked to me that their 
community archaeology project brought together 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩΣ ȅŜǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ψŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƳŜ ŀǎ 
vitally important and again words which can be 
applied to planning and wellbeing. Alex Neil said we 
must build communities, not just developments; I 
agree with this and believe heritage can play an 
important role in that process. Communities are 
brought together by commonality and heritage can 
be one way of finding that commonality ς either 
through a shared past or a shared interest. At a 
literal level we can look to the past to see how 
communities and identities are created ς both 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ΨǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƴŘΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
together and the physical environment that they 
inhabit. As we have seen with our Adopt-a-
Monument projects - understanding the heritage of 
ŀ ΨǇƭŀŎŜΩ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ 
improved self-worth, self-belief ς attributes Sir Harry 
.ǳǊƴǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΩΦ  
 
Some of you may completely disagree with the 
above and I know that I write this from a privileged 
position ς I am funded to specifically engage with 
the wider public, to support people to explore their 
local heritage ς Ƴȅ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǳgh 
development work. However I do feel that there are 
opportunities to incorporate some of these themes 
into the work we all do, particularly in development 
control and commercial archaeology. We have seen 
this work in York, on the Hungate project, which 
successfully engaged with a wide range of stake 
holders and opened up access on what could have 
been a very traditional archaeological excavation. 
5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀŘŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΚ /ƻǳƭŘ 
we try and do something like this in Scotland? Keen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Burns_(doctor)
http://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/jan/09/david-cameron-vows-to-blitz-poverty-by-demolishing-uks-worst-sink-estates
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/jan/09/david-cameron-vows-to-blitz-poverty-by-demolishing-uks-worst-sink-estates
http://www.dighungate.com/
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to hear your thoughts about this and examples 
where you have incorporated such themes on your 
project.   
 

Other news 
 

ScARF Update  
9ƳƳŀ hΩwƛƻǊŘŀƴΣ {Ŏ!wC 

 

 
 
Our Student Network is growing and we have a new 
section on our website. The aims of the network are 
to 1) encourage collaboration within the student 
community working in Scotland; 2) to help students 
gain experience in presenting their research at 
conferences and other events, and; 3) to encourage 
students to share their research through the ScARF 
website, thus helping keep the framework relevant 
and up to date but also gaining publicity for the 
students themselves. The network is still evolving, 
but so far there are plans for a series of free to 
attend workshops (covering archaeological subjects 
as well as the more technical aspects of contributing 
to ScARF) and some funding available to help 
students attend selected conferences and events. 
Any student members of CIfA would be more than 
welcome to join our list! 
 
The Future Thinking on Carved Stones in Scotland 
project is nearing completion and the resulting 
framework will be hosted on the ScARF website as a 
panel report. We hope to have this online and 
accessible to all by this summer.  
 
We are also carrying on work relating to the existing 
and emerging regional research frameworks across 
Scotland and have already begun to work with 
Aberdeenshire, Edinburgh, the Lothians and the 
Borders. If you would like to find out more about 

how ScARF can work with your local area framework 
(or indeed help create one) then just get in touch 
with Emma.  
 
Remember, if you want to keep in touch with what 
ScARF is doing, there is now a dedicated monthly e-
newsletter for ScARF, which you can sign up to here.   

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 
and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) 
Judy Riley, Chair SGLH 
 
As you reported in the August newsletter, {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
Gardens and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) came into 
existence almost a year ago, in May 2015.  
 
We have a very distinctive image, or logo, with an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
foremost wood engraver, Kathleen Lindsley, from a 
concept by Ben Tindall.  It is a tiny boxwood block 
measuring only 70mm x 40mm but it packs a lot of 
punch. 

 
²ƻƻŘ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
Landscape Heritage © Kathleen Lindsley 
 
This is what the SGLH Board and members also aim 
to achieve. We may be small in numbers at present 
but our membership is steadily increasing and I am 
pleased to say, includes several archaeologists.  We 
strive to use our combined influence and expertise 
to realise the two strands of our charitable purposes: 
education and conservation. 
 
With our limited funds, we have to prioritise our 
activities.  In the future our main emphasis on the 
conservation front will be to run and develop local 
recording projects, drawing participants from local 
communities and training them as ΨƎŀǊŘŜƴ 
ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
present, one in the Clyde and Avon Valley (South 
Lanarkshire) and the other in Falkirk. Rather than 
organise these ourselves, as we have done with past 

http://www.scottishheritagehub.com/content/student-network
http://www.stir.ac.uk/cehp/projects/futurethinkingoncarvedstonesinscotland/writingscarf/
mailto:emma@socantscot.org
http://eepurl.com/bCFibT

