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Call for papers: How prepared are we for the digital future?  

 
Whilst the ‘storage crisis’ of physical remains has been occupying the core of recent debate regarding 

archaeological archives, the post-recession years in commercial archaeology have also seen an 

unprecedented increase in the production of ‘born-digital’ data, through the application of new and 

constantly improving digital technologies. 

 

Currently there is only one accredited digital repository in the UK – the Archaeology Data Service (ADS) – 

that is dedicated to archaeological and heritage data, and that can accommodate the preservation of 

digital data and future proof it. A key principle of the ADS, like every repository, is to provide free open 

access for both the public and researchers. 

 

Outside the above, there are a variety of internal systems of storage and curation of our digital data 

depending on the individual needs of the organisations and institutions across the heritage sector. But how 

prepared are they (we!) for the digital future? How do the debates on the physical and digital archive 

compare and contrast? Is the digital archival resource more structured and easily manageable for the 

future due to the nature of the digital data? Or is it more fragile? Is adequate funding for archiving digital 

data anticipated and planned for at the project planning stage? 

 

This year, the AAG would like to hear about your experiences, the measures you and/or your organisations 

are putting in place in order to cope with the digital age, and your concerns for our digital future; the likely 

inevitability of full digital site recording will drastically alter the job of a documentary archives officer, for 

example. 

 

We welcome submissions from roles and organisations across the sector, including contractors, material 

specialists, museums, consultants, local authority archaeologists, government bodies, heritage trusts and 

charities… and beyond. 

Papers should be around 20 minutes, although groups of shorter papers will be considered. An abstract 

of less than 300 words should be sent to David Ingham (dp.ingham@albion-arch.com) by Friday 10 

January 2020. 
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