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‘Beyond Deposition: Rethinking Archives in 2026 and Onwards’
Abstract and Programme 

Conference Abstract
Too often archaeological archive work has been treated as a relatively simple, end-stage project task, focused on the “deposition” of material and records once fieldwork and reporting are complete. This practice has reinforced a view of archives as static products passed on to receiving institutions and rarely visited thereafter. 

Protection by record may be delivered in name but to what public benefit?  

Current challenges – digital-first excavation, complex datasets, sustainable approaches, fragmented systems -and the need for inclusive and community-centred practice demand a fundamental rethink. 

Is this a pivotal moment for archaeological archives: Can archaeological archives better capture the human experience in the archaeological endeavour? How can heritage archives more widely be made into more dynamic tools, capable of intersection with diverse but relatable information that opens out wider narratives and discourse? As interpreters of the past what do we need to know when we look outside the boundary of given professional heritage practice? Who can we learn from?

By looking beyond deposition, this conference aims to reimagine archives as active, ethical and resilient systems that continue to generate research value, accountability and public benefit long after the project has closed.

Programme 
The core of the programme is formed of seven papers to be given across three sessions that address different aspects of the subject matter of the conference abstract.  

The first set of papers will be preceded by a keynote address by Professor Martin Carver (Emeritus Professor of Archaeology, University of York). Time has been allowed for the conference to include a general discussion and concluding address.

The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Archaeological Archives Special Interest Group Annual General Meeting will take place during the conference.


The venue will be open for registration from 9.00am
	9.50–10.00 
	Introduction and opening remarks
Theodora Anastasiadou (Chair, Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Archaeological Archives Special Interest Group) 


	10.00-10.15
	Keynote Address
Professor Martin Carver (Emeritus Professor of Archaeology, University of York) 
 

	10.15-11.15
Session 1
	We are going ‘to need a bigger box (or more) or are we? 
Helen Parslow (Archives Officer, Albion Archaeology)

Archive Rehabilitation: A Missing Stage in Archaeological Practice
Sonia Guerrini (Archaeologist, Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon)


	11-15-11.30
	Tea Break


	11.30 –12.00
Session 2
	Planning an Accessible Legacy: Developing the HS2 Phase One Archaeological Archive Strategy
Charlotte Self (Archives Manager, Headland Archaeology)
 

	12.00-12.30
	Archaeological Archives SIG AGM


	
	Archaeological Archives SIG Committee Q&A


	12.30-1.30 
	Lunch and networking


	1.30-3.00 Session 3

	Curating Interactive Collections: Case Studies from the ADS
Burcu Aksahin (ADS/HSDS Digital Archives Assistant) 

Creative Reuse and Public Engagement in Digital Archives
Grace McCulloch (ADS/HSDS Communications and Training Assistant)

Beyond Deposition: Understanding and Enabling the Use of Archaeological Collections
Claire Tsang (Archaeological Archives Principal, Historic England)

Looking beyond borders. Learning from heritage archives in the German speaking countries? 
Filine Wagner (Senior Archivist, Headland Archaeology)


	3.00-3.15
	Tea-break


	3.15-4.00

	Discussion and concluding address (speaker tbc)



2

