
I’m Perry Gardner from County Durham. Over the past fifteen years I’ve lived in rural upland areas including the South Shropshire Hills, Wensleydale and now Weardale, and previously in Rutland, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, the Forest of Dean and Northumberland. As you will appreciate many of these are areas which development led archaeology rarely penetrates at any scale and which rarely attract sustained, long term, systematic attention from university researchers.

I am accredited by CiFA. I am a member of the Research and Impact SIG and was the co-author of the revision of the Academic and Research competence matrix with Matti Holmes. I am also a committee member of the Community SIG. 
However, today I’m speaking in a personal capacity from two perspectives: as a long‑term volunteer ( since 2014) on community projects ( particularly across the North Pennines in to Cumbria), and as a Parish Councillor on the lowest tier of representative  local government and the planning system.
My core community of practice is Altogether Archaeology whose substantial record stands for itself https://altogetherarchaeology.org/

Its members form an extensive landscape of practice whose contacts, activities and experiences extend from Orkney to Oxford, from South Shields to the Lancashire coast, from the Humber to the Tweed. Those experiences take in marquee projects like the Westmorland Dales project and WallCAP and  a much larger number of smaller scale volunteer projects in Appleby, Lunesdale, Coquetdale,, Redesdale, Teesdale and Swaledale, and elsewhere  which are much less well known than more higher profile institutional projects in the Cheviots, on Lindisfarne and the lowlands of Northumberland and County Durham.
The national representative bodies, national landscapes, national parks, universities, commercial units and archaeological sole traders, regional and national  august societes, commercial consultancies  are minimally integrated with that landscape of practice. Some may act  routinely as specialist service providers and others may interact opportunistically, often through personal contact, as collaborators, informal providers of specialist advice and paid-for commercial services.

It is also the case that the people who  make up that landscape of practice have substantial back stories and skill sets derived from their own work experience, from their own archaeological activities  and from their own local and charitable activities which ‘’paid for archaeologist’ rarely engage with at any stage in the planning, delivery and evaluation of development and non-development led projects.
A sample of those smaller scale volunteer projects/groups are: 
Redesdale Archaeology Group https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/get-involved/redesdale-archaeology-group-rag/
Coquetdale Community Archaeology https://www.facebook.com/p/Coquetdale-Community-Archaeology-100068426513112/
Tynedale North of the Wall Archaeology Group https://tynedalearchaeology.org.uk/

Lunesdale Archaeology ( now disbanded) https://lunesdale.wordpress.com/

Contacts for the national Community Research Projects and for the Rural Durham Community Research Network are:
https://www.ukri.org/blog/why-we-need-community-research-networks/
https://www.youngfoundation.org/community-research-networks/
https://www.communityresearchdurham.org/
https://weardaletogether.co.uk/
https://www.jackdrum.co.uk/




