
 

 

Murray Dahm's new analysis of the 

evidence shows that the end of the 

Roman era and birth of Anglo-Saxon 

rule in Britain was a long, drawn out 

process and that much of the 

nuances have been lost over time. 

This fascinating insight into an often 

neglected time in our history offers 

an important re-evaluation of the 

period. 
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Finis Britanniae 
A Military History of Late Roman Britain  
and the Saxon Conquest 
Murray Dahm 

The end of Roman Britain and the Saxon invasions were part of the most 

disruptive period in Britain’s history, ending centuries of relative stability as a 

Roman province and beginning centuries of invasion and destruction. It is a 

period which is also difficult to understand, coming at the end of the Roman 

era and in the pre-dawn of the Medieval. It is a Dark Age, both in terms of our 

apparent lack of source material and in our understanding of events. As a 

result, several legendary figures appear – it is the age of Arthur, Merlin and 

others; figures steeped in mystery, mysticism and magic, allowed to thrive in 

the paucity of the source material. 

In this new analysis, Murray Dahm explores the military history of the long 

end of Roman Britain, going back to the roots of the province’s final rupture 

from Rome in the fifth century and the subsequent invasions. Using a wide 

array of sources, the author illuminates this dark world and examines what we 

know (or what we think we know) of the Angle, Jute, Saxon and other 

invasions that took advantage of Rome’s absence and which, in their own 

way, shaped the Britain of today. 
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PRESS INFORMATION 

▪ Author is an assistant editor of Ancient Warfare magazine and has 
written several books on ancient military history for Osprey. 

▪ A single date, AD 410, is often attributed to the end of Roman rule in 

▪ Britain. This thorough evaluation of the sources and evidence shows 
this to be simplistic, examining the slow decline of Roman Britain it 
reveals a more nuanced view of the period. 

▪ Written in an accessible style, this is the perfect book for gift shops 
and museums housing material relating to either Roman Britain or the 
early Anglo-Saxon period. 

▪ Up to 10 images available free for use alongside reviews or features. 

▪ Also available in Kindle, Kobo and iBook formats. 

▪ Contact Philip James Dean, Publicity Officer, at Amberley Publishing, 
Tel +44 01453 847823, Email p.dean@amberley-books.com for 
further details. 

THE AUTHOR 

Murray Dahm is an ancient military historian and assistant editor of Ancient 

Warfare magazine. He has previously written about topics including 

Alexander the Great, the Peloponnesian War and the Gothic Wars. 
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