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News 
 

Scottish Group Recent Activities 
 
Members of the Scottish Group have attended a 
number of events in recent months and taken 
part in consultation exercises including: 
 

 Engaging with the SHEP review, review of 
Archaeology Strategy, and the RCAHMS/HS 
merger 

 Attended University of Edinburgh 
Archaeology Society Fieldwork Fair for 
students 

 Regular BEFS Historic Environment Working 
Group meetings. 

 
The Group are also working on a Members' 
Survey, to canvass our membership on a 
number of issues so that we can tailor our 
training events and other activities. Look out for 
further announcements. 
 
Members of the Group hope to be at a number 
of conferences in the coming year with an 
information stand and membership application 
packs – keep your eyes open for us! We look 
forward to meeting members old and new. 
 
Part of the Group’s work is to assist IfA’s main 
office in Reading in responding to historic 
environment consultations relevant to Scotland 
and Scottish members. If there are any 
consultations, or views on consultations, that 
you would like IfA to include, then please do get 
in touch. 
 
As always, the Group are working on the training 
programme for next year and welcome ideas 
and requests from our members, so please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch! Look out for news 
bulletins about courses as they are finalised. 
Courses are designed to provide CPD 

opportunities for Scottish members, and we also 
aim to get away from Edinburgh-centric delivery 
wherever possible. 
 

Historic Scotland/RCAHMS Merger 
 
Responses to an independent stakeholder 
consultation on the merger between Historic 
Scotland and RCAHMS have now been 
published and can be found here: 
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/files/n
ews/rcahms_hs_stakeholder_consultation_final_
report.pdf 
 
Look out for further consultation on the proposed 
new organisation in the summer of 2013. IfA will 
continue to engage with this process. 
 
The Business Case for the merger has now 
been submitted to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Culture and External Affairs for her 
consideration of the options, before Cabinet 
takes a decision on the way forward. Depending 
on the decision, further consultation and 
legislation will follow. 
 

Events 
 

IfA Conference – Making Waves 
 
It’s not too late to sign up for this year’s IfA 
conference! This is 17-19th April at the 
University of Aston, Birmingham, on the theme 
‘Making Waves: designing and demonstrating 
impact in archaeology and heritage’.  
 
You can book through the website at 
www.archaeologists.net/2013bookings or you 
can download a booking form from 
www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-
files/making-waves-booking-form-v1.2.pdf. 
Remember that IfA members are able to apply 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/files/news/rcahms_hs_stakeholder_consultation_final_report.pdf
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/files/news/rcahms_hs_stakeholder_consultation_final_report.pdf
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/files/news/rcahms_hs_stakeholder_consultation_final_report.pdf
http://www.archaeologists.net/2013bookings
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/making-waves-booking-form-v1.2.pdf
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/making-waves-booking-form-v1.2.pdf
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for a conference bursary to assist with their 
attendance at IfA conference. 
 
Several of the Scottish Group committee will be 
there, and are looking forward to catching up 
with friends and colleagues from across the 
profession, as well as attending some of the 
great sessions, seminars and workshops, and 
improving our PDP – the full programme can be 
accessed here: 
http://www.archaeologists.net/2013sessions 
 
At the end of the conference, IfA is hosting an 
open forum to discuss the improvement of pay 
and conditions across the archaeological 
profession. In January, IfA Council made the 
decision to remove the absolute requirement for 
Registered Organisations to meet IfA salary 
minima. This decision was made alongside 
strong confirmation of IfA’s commitment to the 
improvement of pay and conditions, reiterated 
by a unanimous vote by Council to increase 
salary minima by 3.1%. While recognising the 
need to support both employees and employers 
increasing pay, Council made the decision to 
take a different tack: in order to have a 
sustainable impact, the profession needs to find 
a workable solution together.  
 
Representatives from FAME and Prospect will 
be joining members of IfA Council in an open 
discussion. All three organisations have 
indicated that they believe that remuneration 
across the sector is not commensurate with 
skills or responsibilities; and all three will present 
their current policy on how they intend to 
address the issue. 
 
This meeting provides an opportunity for all 
practitioners to question the policies presented, 
and present their own ideas on how the 
profession – as a whole – can move this issue 
forward. 
 
The meeting takes place on Friday 19 April at 
15:30 at the Lakeside Conference Centre, 
University of Aston, Birmingham, B4 7ET. The 
forum takes place after the close of IfA 
conference, and is open to anyone wishing to 
attend free of charge. The discussion 
encourages the widest participation possible, 
and if you can’t get to Birmingham, there will be 
other ways of putting your views forward on the 
day. 
 

Please register your intent to come to the 
meeting by emailing admin@archaeologists.net, 
so we can keep an eye on numbers. You do not 
have to be registered to come to the IfA 
conference to attend this meeting, and it is free 
of charge. There are limited spaces, so if you 
want to come along please let us know as soon 
as possible. 
 

ALGAO:Scotland 
Historic Buildings Workshop 
 
Dunbar Town House, Dunbar, East Lothian 
Thursday May 23rd 2013 
10am to 3.30pm 
Cost: £30 including lunch 
 
The day will look at historic structures in a wider 
context and what archaeological recording/ 
analysis can bring to the table when seeking to 
conserve and understand our historic buildings 
and townscapes. It is hoped it will appeal to a 
wide cross section of disciplines that are 
involved with conserving our historic structures. 
 
A buffet lunch and teas and coffees are included 
in the cost. 
 
The workshop is part of ALGAO:Scotland’s 
continued CPD training programme. The event 
is organised by ALGAO:Scotland and is being 
hosted by East Lothian Council. 
 
To book: contact Irene Burnett, Cultural 
services, East Lothian Council, John Muir 
House, Haddington, East Lothian EH41 3HA 
Phone: 01620 827408 
E-mail: bookings@eastlothian.gov.uk 
Please phone with debit/credit card or send 
cheque payable to East Lothian Council to book. 
 

Underworld: the use of caves, rock 
shelters and underground places 
during the Scottish Iron Age 
 
Highland Council Chamber, Inverness 
Saturday 27th April 2013 
9am to 5.30pm 
Cost: Free 
 
A one-day seminar is to be held on Saturday 
27th April at the Highland Council Chamber in 
Inverness. 
 

http://www.archaeologists.net/2013sessions
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The seminar will focus on recent work 
undertaken at two Highland sites; High Pasture 
Cave and Fiscavaig Rock Shelter, both on the 
Isle of Skye. High Pasture Cave is one of the 
most important Iron Age ritual sites excavated in 
Britain. Amongst a host of discoveries, 
archaeologists found the remains of what is 
believed to be the earliest stringed instrument 
ever found in Western Europe. The results of the 
most recent research into the two sites will be 
presented at the seminar. 
 
Places are free, so please book early. Please 
contact Highland Council Historic Environment 
Team to confirm your place. Telephone: 01463 
702504. Email: archaeology@highland.gov.uk 
 

PKHT Archaeology Month 
 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust’s Archaeology 
Month will take place throughout June and offers 
a packed programme of excavations, guided-
walks, presentations, demonstrations and 
workshops focusing on the rich and varied 
archaeology of the Perth and Kinross area.  
 
A key event of PKHT Archaeology Month 2013 
is the continuation of the community excavation 
of a Pictish long house at Lair, Glenshee. These 
buildings are rare examples of early medieval 
rural buildings in Scotland and the excavation 
will greatly increase our knowledge. Volunteers 
from Glenshee and wider Perthshire will 
experience an archaeological dig first-hand, 
under the supervision of Perth and Kinross 
Heritage Trust and Northlight Heritage. Visitors 
are welcome to visit and will be given a tour of 
the excavation. A series of guided walks and 
illustrated talks throughout the month will also 
help to bring the site to life.  
 

 
© George Logan/Cairngorms National Park 
 

In continued celebration of Perth’s City Status a 
series of guided walks will highlight the crucial 
role Perth has played in Scottish history and the 
rich medieval water-logged archaeology buried 
beneath Perth’s streets. Other events 
throughout the month will include battlefield 
tours, archaeologists discuss their latest local 
findings, family focused activities and much 
more!  
 

 
© PKHT 
 
The PKHT Archaeology Month brochure will be 
out as the programme is finalised, and will be 
available both online (see www.pkht.org.uk) and 
at libraries, museums and Visitor Information 
Centres.  
 
Most events are FREE so be sure to collect a 
copy of the events programme and take part in 
this celebration of the heritage of Perth and 
Kinross. 
 

Members’ News 
 

Stuart Jeffrey MIfA 6349 
 
In early 2013 Stuart returned from York to take 
up a permanent Research Fellowship at the 
Glasgow School of Art. After gaining a PhD from 
the University of Glasgow in archaeology and 
3D modelling, Stuart joined WOSAS in 2002, 
before moving to the Archaeology Data Service 
at the University of York in 2006. As Deputy 
Director for access, Stuart managed several 
major European research projects and presided 
over a period of significant success culminating 
in two major awards in 2012, the BAA Award for 
best archaeological innovation and the DPC 
Decadal award for most significant contribution 
to digital preservation.  
 
His new role covers all aspects of heritage 
visualisation and the use of new technologies to 
record, analyse, interpret and represent 
archaeological, built and intangible heritage. 

http://www.pkht.org.uk/
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Current research focuses on new technologies 
for recording and participatory information 
gathering and how their use transforms the 
relationship between the heritage and the 
individual 
 

Rebecca Jones MIfA 1122 
 
Congratulations to Rebecca for her recent 
success in winning Current Archaeology's Book 
of the Year 2013 Award for her recent 
publication Roman Camps in Britain. 
 

Project News 
 
Upper Dalhousie Quarry, Rosewell, 
Midlothian 
Ian Suddaby MIfA 2237 
 
CFA Archaeology Ltd have been undertaking a 
programme of archaeological work at Upper 
Dalhousie Quarry, between Rosewell and 
Carrington in Midlothian. In October 2012, a 
watching brief during topsoil removal prior to 
extending the sand quarry exposed two areas of 
pit features. One contained 17 features which 
produced Grooved Ware pottery with occasional 
lithics. Twenty-six pits were recorded in the 
second area, five of which were relatively 
modern. These contained iron slag and were not 
cut into natural subsoil. The remainder were 
largely sterile but one contained an Early Bronze 
Age Shaft-hole Axe-hammer.  
 

 
© CFA Archaeology Ltd 
 
Apart from the remarkable artefact, the pit 
containing it was unique on the site in that it was 
cut by a later pit. Otherwise, however, prior to 

excavation, both were unremarkable in terms of 
size and fills. Apart from the Axe-hammer, the 
earlier pit contained two lithics crafted in flint and 
one sherd of pottery. The axe hammer lay within 
the fill and appeared not to have been placed on 
the base or at the edge of the pit. The later pit 
had little charcoal but also contained two lithics 
and one sherd of pottery.  
 

Dreghorn Barracks, Edinburgh 
Survey of WWI training trenches 
Bob Will MIfA 5163 
 
GUARD Archaeology Ltd along with the Centre 
for Battlefield Archaeology at the University of 
Glasgow were commissioned by the City of 
Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service 
following discussions with the MOD’s Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation and representatives 
of the local community to survey a series of First 
World War training trenches in woodland 
adjacent to Dreghorn Barracks to the south-west 
of Edinburgh 
  
The trenches had been brought to the attention 
of The Council and the MOD, whose land the 
trenches occupy, by the granddaughter of Capt 
Gladstone-Millar who had taken part in training 
at Dreghorn prior to being sent to France in 
1915 and who participated in their construction.  
 
The trenches extend over two distinct areas one 
on each side of the Braid and Howden Burns 
that runs through Dreghorn Woods and cover an 
area of approximately 400 m. The best surviving 
examples of trenching are up to 1.5m wide and 
over 1m deep with fragments of corrugated iron 
sheeting supporting the sides. The trenches 
form dug-outs that are linked by trenches that 
zig-zag. The zig-zags are thought to be 
deliberate to give added protection to troops in 
the trenches from gunfire.  
 
Over the 100 years since the MOD started using 
this land for training the woodland has been 
largely unmanaged and the trenches are now 
being affected by the growth of trees and 
bushes both inside the trenches and along the 
trench edges as well as gradual silting and 
erosion filling in the trenches and even 
undercutting the sides of the trenches. In 
addition the woods are now being used more for 
recreation purposes and footpaths are causing 
erosion and damage.  
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The preservation and recording of these remains 
has added poignancy due to the forthcoming 
100years commemoration of the Great War and 
as such has been closely followed by the Army 
and has enjoyed a high level of political and 
national and local media interest. The results of 
this survey work will be integrated into a new 
woodlands management plan for the woods and 
will it is hoped form the basis of a larger 
community based heritage project run by the 
City of Edinburgh Council, MOD & Army. 
 

 
The site © GUARD 
 
Dr Tony Pollard, Director of the Centre for 
Battlefield Archaeology said: “We’ve worked with 
a team from GUARD on WWI trenches on the 
Somme in France, it’s only right that we should 
now turn our attention to the training trenches 
which soldiers dug before they went to the front. 
We look forward to learning more about the 
development of trench construction as the war 
progressed.” 
 
The War Office took over Dreghorn estate in 
1893 including areas of the nearby Pentland 
Hills which are still used for training purpose. 
Dreghorn Castle was built on the south side of 
the river at the edge of the woodland in the 17th 
century before being re-modelled and extended 
in 1805 and was demolished by the army in 
1955 after it fell into disrepair although a lodge 
house next to the bridge survived until 1970. 
The woodland had formed part of a designed 
landscape associated with the castle and 
elements of it can be discerned next to the river 
and in the woods. 

 
 
 
 
 

Places of Worship Project 
Edwina Proudfoot MIfA 786 
 
Have you ever thought about what happened to 
the Iron beams from the failed Tay Bridge? Have 
you ever wondered why the bellcotes on the 
west gable of many churches look somewhat out 
of place? Where did you leave your umbrella 
when in church on a wet day? What did your 
grandfather do with his top hat when he went to 
church? Why would a grand church not have 
bells like all the others? 
 
These are just a few of the items I have come 
across during the development of the Places of 
Worship Project and I mention them largely 
because they highlight how much there is to 
learn from a church. 
 
Certainly, when I first became involved I did not 
expect the project to take the journey it has been 
on. At the former CSA we created ‘an Inventory 
of Scottish Church Heritage’: an amazing, and in 
terms of data management, a groundbreaking 
project. In 1989 the world of computers was only 
in its infancy and the team achieved an amazing 
feat. Our research officer, Jane Geddes, 
assisted by the late Ian Shepherd and others, 
devised a scheme to put basic information about 
churches onto a database, all in code form. 
Members of the Societies which were part of 
CSA visited churches and ruins throughout 
Scotland, local councils, churches and other 
organisations were all entranced by the project 
and data flooded in. All of this became the 
foundation for today’s web site 
www.scottishchurches.org.uk. A great deal of 
paperwork, completed forms, floppy disks, 
colour prints and information arrived at the CSA 
office – and in 1998 I inherited this at a time 
when I had just thought of retiring. 
 
As CSA was moving in other directions the 
Churches Committee was disbanded and in 
2000 Derek Hall and I were tasked with deciding 
how to move forward; and thus Scottish Church 
Heritage (SCHR) was formed. We set SCHR up 
as a charity and a limited company and started 
to work out how to use the Inventory, and how to 
fund the work. We decided development should 
include illustrations to improve the Gazetteer 
and to add more text, mainly from a desk study. 
We also set up a strong committee to work with 
us. 
 

file:///C:/Users/MSCR/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/RAV84ZH0/www.scottishchurches.org.uk
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We were successful in fund-raising and began to 
develop the Gazetteer. There were more than 
10,000 sites and churches to work on as well as 
many sources of information – old newspapers, 
parish histories, and many other books, as well 
as members of congregations. Computers had 
improved greatly and we began to dream of a 
website. With great generosity David Gould 
spent hours with me planning the details and 
how to set out the contents – and then in 2007 
we were awarded a Your Heritage grant by the 
HLF. Our team, based in Kirkcaldy, trialled the 
new web site in a pilot project in Fife, and we set 
about letting the world know about the wonderful 
heritage of Churches in Scotland. We also 
reorganised our thinking and changed the 
project name: it became Places of Worship in 
Scotland, largely because we realised there 
were numerous other faiths in our multi-cultural 
society. 
 
The approach has been archaeological, based 
on field visits and first-hand descriptions, with 
little jargon. These descriptions are backed up 
by references to provide more detail. The focus 
is on environment and heritage, in particular the 
relationship of congregation and building and so 
we seek out the artist’s name on stained glass, 
the organ maker’s plaque and the many small 
details in each building.  
 

 
Water basket with dragon decoration © SCHR 
 
In 2010 Historic Scotland supported our work 
with a three-year grant, which enabled us to 
employ a field officer. He recorded all the places 
of worship in Angus, Kincardine, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray, and every site is written up and 
available on our new website. This project has 
just come to an end and we are working out how 
to move forward. There is much work in the 
office, as we endeavour to add to the website 

more of the data we hold and we are organising 
our archive, to make available all the material 
that can’t go on the web. The importance of our 
volunteer team cannot be overstated, but we 
have been extremely fortunate in receiving 
financial support from the Hunter Foundation, 
The Russell Trust, Historic Scotland, the Church 
of Scotland and numerous other funds as well 
as donations. 
 
Much of the work is carried out by volunteers, 
from a variety of backgrounds, but all keep 
telling me that they had not thought churches 
were interesting before, but now they are in 
thrall to recording: especially fieldwork. I don’t 
imagine they will walk past a church again 
without wondering who built it and when, as well 
as thinking about the ‘treasures’ within.  
 

Mavis Valley: field survey and 
recent history 
Carol Primrose, ACFA 
 
In 1913 there was a fire in the coal mine known 
as Cadder 15 which cost the lives of 22 men. 
The mine was one of several in the parish of 
Cadder near modern Bishopbriggs. The men 
who worked in these mines, many of them Irish 
immigrants, lived in a number of villages in the 
surrounding area,. Of these settlements most 
have been incorporated in modern development 
and changed out of all recognition. One, Mavis 
Valley, survived almost unchanged until the 
middle of the 20th century when it was 
abandoned and razed for building materials. The 
local authority, East Dunbartonshire, has 
decided to commemorate the centenary of this 
disaster, partly in response to a Scottish 
government requirement to emphasise heritage 
issues, but also because the enquiries into the 
causes of the fire led to vital improvements in 
mine safety throughout Scotland. Of the men 
who died, four lived in Mavis Valley.  
 
ACFA*, with the help of some local volunteers, 
have recently surveyed the remains of the Mavis 
Valley village, to add to the history of this 
unhappy incident. 
 
Unfortunately at some time after the demolition 
of the houses, a tree nursery had been 
established on the site and then abandoned; 
juvenile trees and self-seeded saplings covered 
the site and the features we wanted to draw. 
This was exacerbated by bracken, bramble 
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bushes and blackthorn, and thick moss over 
some of the structures. So the survey weekend 
began with some seriously heavy gardening. 
 
We knew from old photographs and the 1st 
edition OS map that the village had consisted of 
a few houses parallel to the Forth and Clyde 
Canal and, at right angles, a single street with 
houses on each side, mostly single storey but 
with later 2-storey buildings at the north end of 
the site. But whoever did the demolition made a 
first rate job of it and there was virtually nothing 
left standing.  
 

 
Mavis Valley in its heyday c.1910 
 
The village does not appear in the Census for 
1851: the earliest houses, nearest the canal, are 
said to date from about 1855 and were built of 
cobbles in the traditional manner. According to a 
report by the Medical Officer of Health in 1910, 
the village consisted of 4 one-apartment houses 
and 20 two-apartments. They had no damp-
proof course but wooden floors and lath and 
plaster walls, and no gardens, wash houses or 
coal cellars, and water came from 2 standpipes 
to outside sinks; 6 privy middens were 
"scavenged regularly at owners' expense". The 
tenants paid rent of between £4.11/- and £5.4/- 
for these houses.  
 
Around the turn of the century 92 new houses 
were built: 32 two-apartments in one storey 
blocks and 56 two-apartments plus 4 three-
apartments in two storey blocks. These were 
brick built with a damp-proof course, wooden 
floors and lath and plaster walls, with no 
gardens, but washhouses and cellars. 
Gravitation water went to indoor sinks. 
Sanitation still consisted of pail closets emptied 
along with ashpits once a fortnight for two-storey 
houses, once a month for the others. This 
mixture was spread on farm lands at Jellyhill 
nearby.  
 
The number of households noted in the census 
went up from 28 in 1891 to 72 in 1901, although 
it seems that some of the residents in the old 

houses moved into the new ones, and another 
20 were built by 1910.  
 
On the ground there is not much left. There are 
plenty of bricks scattered about, from several 
different brickworks, supporting the statement in 
the 1910 report that they were "erected under 
Building Bye laws at different dates". The survey 
recorded sections of wall corresponding to the 
remains of the houses and washhouses, the 
ashpit or privy, enclosures, the drying green, 
and possible garden areas. Details such as 
harling, slate damp-proofing and decorative 
facing bricks, steps, concrete remains which 
could be one of the curved window lintels shown 
on the plan or a fireplace, and decorative edging 
stones lying on their side which had been 
painted white: it looks as though someone was 
going to have a garden even if unofficially. Many 
of these structures could be related to the 
historic plans. Down the centre of the site is a 
large ditch. The few old photographs of the 
village do not show this ditch but it may have 
been a drain put in with the new houses, or it 
may have been dug later when the tree nursery 
was established.  
 

 
The site today © Carol Primrose 
 
On the Sunday of the survey weekend we had a 
visitor, 91-year old Angus Marshall, who had 
lived in Mavis Valley and worked as a miner all 
his life in several pits in the neighbourhood apart 
from 2 years in a gold mine in South Africa. He 
was the last of a long line: there are Marshalls 
listed as living in Mavis Valley in every census 
from 1861 to 1911. Angus told us he had started 
life in one of the old houses but they moved into 
a new one later. He knew the name of the 
'scavenger' who cleared the privies, a 
kenspeckle local worthy by the name of Brash; 
and he was able to point us to the earliest 

http://discuss.glasgowguide.co.uk/index.php?s=31756d46206c13a2cbb70f46571f4cd7&act=attach&type=post&id=1113
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houses parallel to the canal. The houses were 
no more than a mound but there was a walled 
area at the end which was the ashpit/privy. 
ACFA has worked on many deserted 
settlements but never one where there were 
survivors with long memories who can throw 
light on mysterious features and bring the past 
to life as Angus did. He is not the only survivor 
and the local authority has plans to bring them 
together and record their memories so we may 
end up knowing much more about Mavis Valley.  
 
*The Association of Certificated Field 
Archaeologists, which is comprised mainly of 
holders of the Certificate in Field Archaeology 
from the Adult Education department (and its 
successors) at Glasgow University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Membership of the Scottish Group is free for IfA 
members, and attracts a small fee for non-IfA 
members. Please feel free to circulate this 
newsletter and we would like to ask you to 
encourage your friends and colleagues to join 
the Scottish Group. 
 
For more information on the IfA’s Scottish Group 
please see our website, where you can 
download copies of meeting minutes and past 
newsletters, and keep up-to-date with the work 
of the Group and training course: 
http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish 
 
Keep in touch with us via the Scottish Group’s 
Facebook page, where information about events 
and the work of the Group will be publicised. 
Search for ‘Scottish Group of the Institute for 
Archaeologists’ and ‘like’ us or go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-
Group-of-the-Institute-for-
Archaeologists/118919181526150 
 
The next committee meetings are 9th May and 
22nd August 2013 - please feel free to get in 
touch if there any items you would like to see 
included on the agenda, or members are 
welcome to attend the meetings, normally held 
in RCAHMS at 3pm. 
 
Newsletters are published 3-4 times a year and 
all contributions from Scottish members are 
welcome (news, events, new discoveries, 
project roundups, books, talks, staff news etc). 
To make a contribution to forthcoming editions 
of the Newsletter please email:  
mel@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

 

http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish
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