
Scottish Group Minutes 

07 February 2013, 3pm 
RCAHMS, Bernard Terrace, Edinburgh 

 
Present: Susan Hamilton, Peter Hinton, Melanie Johnson (Secretary), Cara Jones, Mary 
Peteranna (Treasurer), Matt Ritchie, Mark Roberts (Chair) 
 

1. Apologies Action 

 Kenny Aitchison, Andrea Smith 
 

 

2. Minutes  

 Previous minutes approved. 
 

 
 

3. Historic Scotland Grant to IfA  

 PH informed the committee that an IfA bid to HS for increased 
funding had been successful, and would be £20,000 per year for 
the next 3 years. This would cover activities under Standards 
Promotion and Advocacy/Policy. Outcomes will include training, 
increased membership, higher profile, stronger and more 
professional sector in Scotland. The committee’s input and 
support will be vital. 
 
PH to circulate the draft 3 Year Plan outlining tasks/spending for 
this grant, and committee to provide comments/ideas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PH/All 

4. Budget  

 The budget needs to be submitted to Reading by 25 February. 
Items on the budget were discussed and approved by the 
committee. 
 

MP 

5. Member survey  

 CJ outlined the initial findings of her research on the group’s 
membership. CJ to send round data for committee to identify any 
additional information. 
 
To progress as two questionnaires: one for existing membership, 
to understand who they are and what they want from the group; 
the other to target non-members, to raise awareness, encourage 
membership and provide targets for recruitment. 
 
List of possible questions to be circulated by email amongst 
committee. Comments to be returned by end of February. 
 

CJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CJ/All 

6. BEFS / IfA Advocacy  

 MRo and PH provided an update on recent BEFS meetings. 
 
The BEFS meeting attendees on behalf of the group do not 
currently have access to the Knowledge Hub for accessing 
documents. This is to be resolved. 
 
Priority for advocacy is local curators and supporting the work 
they do – not just the HERs but the expert advice provided by LA 
archaeology services. Support through ALGAO and CPD 

 
 
PH 



required. Priority needs to be focussed on securing the long term 
future of LA archaeology services. 
 
A gap was identified in expert advice covering SRDP / agri-
environment schemes. 
 
The group wish to use part of the HS grant to host a ‘showcase’ 
celebration event for LA councillors, with the topic of ’20 years of 
developer-funded archaeology’, supported by a publication, and 
organised in conjunction with ALGAO. This could be an invite 
event to include MSPs, perhaps a drinks reception at the 2014 IfA 
conference in Glasgow. 
 

7. Training  

 Looking ahead to proposed courses for the year 2013/14. 
 
Confidence in public speaking to be investigated by CJ. 
 
Other future topics - re-run Medieval pottery course in 2013 (invite 
Finds Group), re-run photography course, and Conflict 
Archaeology (2013). Osteology course and CAT scanning/H&S to 
follow up for the future.  
 
Draft Groups Toolkit documents on how to organise a course to 
be circulated. 
 

 
 
CJ 
 
TBC 
 
 
 
 
MJ 

8. AOB  

 MJ and SH attended the Edinburgh University Arch Soc Fieldwork 
Fair in February. Reported that awareness of IfA was very low 
amongst the students, and there was limited knowledge of the 
careers available in archaeology. 
 
Committee to ensure that Scottish Council members are included 
in communications about the group’s activities. 
 
Group communications should also make clear about who is 
assigned to tasks, who should be responded to, and what the 
deadline is. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was concluded at 
5pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
All 

9. Date of next meetings  

 09 May 2013, 3pm at RCAHMS 
22 August 2013, 3pm at RCAHMS 
 

 

 


