
Scottish Group of the IfA 
 

Minutes of the AGM of the Scottish Group of the Institute for Archaeologists 
 

Wednesday 23 October 2013, 4pm 
Conference Room, Historic Scotland, Edinburgh 

 
 
Chair: Mark Roberts 
Present: Peter Hinton, Melanie Johnson, Cara Jones, Rebecca Jones, John Lawson, Rod 
McCullagh, Matt Ritchie, Mark Roberts, Andrea Smith, Joe Somerville, Robin Turner, 
Jonathon Wordsworth, Colm Moloney, Simon Stronach, Stephanie Leith, Ronan Toolis, 
Warren Bailie, Hugh McBrien, Moel Fojut, Tim Holden, Richard Heawood, George Geddes, 
Lesley McEwan, Andy Bicket, Heather Kwiatkowski. 
 

1. Apologies Action 

 Apologies were received from: Kenneth Aitchison, John Atkinson, Beverley 
Ballin Smith, Angela Gannon, Susan Hamilton, Mary Peteranna, Biddy 
Simpson, John Wood. 
 

 

2. Welcome to members and guests  

 The Chair welcomed members and guests and thanked the organisers of 
the afternoon’s seminar, and all those who took part. The title of the 
afternoon seminar was ‘For whose benefit? The future of planning-led 
archaeology in Scotland’. 
 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report  

 In the absence of The Hon. Treasurer, Peter Hinton presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. The primary expenditure in the current year has been 
the BEFS subscription. The accounts were approved unanimously. 
 

 

4. Chairman’s Report  

 The Chair reported that the Group’s 5 Year Plan will shortly be updated, to 
mesh with the IfA’s Strategic Plan, and that the Group will be required to 
produce a Business Plan as part of Reading’s development of the Groups 
Forum and streamlining of Groups. 
 
Training continues to be very active, and indeed the Group is one of the 
most active of IfA’s special interest groups, and the year has seen the 
delivery of several training sessions, which were well received: these were 
photography, survey and public speaking. The Chair thanked all of the 
tutors and committee members who made these sessions possible. 
Training sessions planned for the rest of this calendar year include archives 
and ceramics. The Group welcomes suggestions of topics for future events.  
 
SGIfA continued to contribute to advocacy work in Scotland, by assisting 
the Reading office with consultations on Scottish matters and through 
membership of BEFS. 
 
Membership statement – 471 Ifa members and 3 non-IfA group members. 
 
Andrea Smith provided an outline of the Historic Scotland grant to IfA and 
what that will mean to the IfA’s and the Group’s activities over the next 3 
years. A summary report is attached to this minute. 

 



 

5. Elections  

 As there were more nominations than available places on the Committee, a 
postal ballot was held prior to the AGM. The candidates elected were 
Warren Bailie, Murray Cook, Richard Heawood and Biddy Simpson. The 
Chair welcomed them to the committee and thanked all of the candidates 
for standing. 
 
The current Committee members are Mark Roberts (Chair), Melanie 
Johnson (Hon. Secretary), Cara Jones, Matt Ritchie, Biddy Simpson, 
Richard Heawood, Murray Cook, Warren Bailie and Peter Hinton. 
 
The Chair thanked those committee members who were standing down this 
year: Susan Hamilton, Mary Peteranna and Kenneth Aitchison. 
 

 

6. AOCB  

 Cara Jones presented the preliminary results of the group’s membership 
survey. More detailed results will be published in the newsletter. 
 
Peter Hinton announced that the petition for chartership had been formally 
submitted by IfA the previous day and thanked all of those colleagues who 
had been instrumental in the process. 
 

 

 
 
 
Melanie Johnson, Hon. Secretary, 26 October 2013 
 



 
IFA VOLUNTARY SECTOR FUNDING GRANT (SCOTLAND) 2013-16 

QUARTER 2 REPORT 
 
STANDARDS PROMOTION: TRAINING 
 
Four potential courses were identified in Q1; the first of these, on public speaking and 
presentation skills took place on Tuesday 8 October, with a recommended tutor (Carol 
Jefferson-Davies) at Great King Street, Edinburgh. Eight people attended (max numbers 10), 
which permitted personal tuition and feedback was good. Thanks are due to Cara Jones who 
recommended the tutor and passed on her contact details. 
 AS set up a meeting with Iain Fraser of RCAHMS and Alan Saville of NMS on a 
potential archiving workshop, supported by Duncan Brown of English Heritage who has run 
several workshops in England. A date of Wednesday 11 December has been identified and 
potential venues in central Edinburgh are being considered. Further workshops will be run 
outwith Edinburgh (Perth?, Inverness) if we can establish a demand. 
 AS had a meeting with Kate Geary to discuss training on professional standards, and 
is scoping out a training day on IfA standards & guidance, probably in early 2014. 
 The proposer of the photogrammetry course, John McCarthy of Wessex 
Archaeology, withdrew his proposal because of technical difficulties in processing the data 
which the course would generate. We are still open to considering this course in following 
years. AS has been investigating an alternative technical skills course, and met with Mark 
Roberts in Glasgow to discuss a medieval pottery training day to be held in the Glasgow 
Museums Resource Centre in Nitshill, probably in January 2014. 
 
STANDARDS PROMOTION:  
 
The proposed event to discuss the potential for learning from the English Southport Report is 
being run as the AGM event on Wednesday 23 October. Issues covered by the Southport 
Report include public participation, community engagement, research, archives and 
publication, the market, adding value to development and the management of quality All of 
these topics are of interest to us in Scotland in the light of current developments in historic 
environment policy and infrastructure. The AGM event will start to explore what steps might 
be taken in Scotland to increase further the contribution of Scottish commercial archaeology 
to the people of Scotland, and to advise on how development of any necessary initiatives 
can be efficiently and harmoniously fitted into Scotland’s Historic Environment and 
Archaeology strategies. 
 At the AGM of the whole Institute on 7 Oct, IfA members voted to approve the 
submission of a formal petition for a royal Charter of Incorporation, adopted revisions to the 
Code of conduct, the Standard and guidance for archaeological advice by historic 
environment services and the Standard and guidance for commissioning work on, or 
providing consultancy advice on, archaeology and the historic environment.  
 
STANDARDS PROMOTION: PUBLICATIONS & CONFERENCE 
 
Progress has been made in identifying potential papers and authors for a special edition of 
The Archaeologist featuring a celebration of 20 years of NPPG5 which will be published 
shortly before the IfA conference in Glasgow in April 2014.  

Bruce Mann has already agreed to contribute an article on his initiative to produce a 
regional Archaeological Research Strategy for Aberdeenshire and others are being lined up 
as suggested by members of the committee. Further suggestions are welcome – the 
deadline will be early February 2014. 

The sessions list for the 2014 conference in Glasgow has now been drawn up and 
the call for papers has gone out. 
 



 
ADVOCACY & POLICY 
 
There was been a great deal of activity in this area in the first and second quarters because 
of the number of very significant current consultations affecting the future of the historic 
environment sector in Scotland. Peter Hinton and Tim Howard have been active in attending 
workshops and meetings in Scotland and have lodged responses on the SPP; SRDP; the 
Historic Environment Strategy, the proposed merger of Historic Scotland and RCAHMS; and 
the Treasure Trove review. A number of maritime consultations are also out at the moment 
with deadlines in November.  

PH and TH attended a follow-up meeting with HS, HEPU and the planning 
directorate to propose general and detailed solutions to minor omissions and substantive 
issues of tone and balance in the consultation draft SPP 
 The active part played by IfA in the recent round of consultations has resulted in 
invitations to join the Scottish Strategic Archaeology Committee (Peter Hinton), and Tim 
Howard has volunteered to assist the BEFS Marine task force. IfA staff and the Chair of 
SGIfA continue to attend BEFS HEWG meetings 
 
 
Peter Hinton and Andrea Smith 
23/10/2013 


