
Scottish Group of the IfA 
 

Minutes of the AGM of the Scottish Group of the Institute for Archaeologists 
 

Friday 2nd November 2012, 2pm 
Kelvingrove Museum and Art Gallery, Glasgow 

 
 
Chair: Mark Roberts 
Present: Lianne Birney, Chris Dalglish, Simon Gilmour, Douglas Gordon, Susan Hamilton, 
Peter Hinton, Melanie Johnson, Cara Jones, Rebecca Jones, John Lawson, John Malcolm, 
Rod McCullagh, John Raven, Matt Ritchie, Mark Roberts, Andrea Smith, Joe Somerville, 
Robin Turner. 
 

1. Apologies Action 

 Apologies were received from: Kenneth Aitchison, Angela Gannon, Jeremy 
Huggett, Mary Peteranna, Edwina Proudfoot, Biddy Simpson, John Wood, 
Jonathon Wordsworth. 
 

 

2. Welcome to members and guests  

 The Chair welcomed members and guests and thanked the afternoon’s 
seminar speakers for their presentations: Rebecca Jones, Luke Wormald 
and Simon Gilmour. The title of the afternoon seminar was ‘The effect of 
wider policy change on the long-term future of archaeology in Scotland’. 
 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report  

 In the absence of The Hon. Treasurer, the Secretary presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. The main point was that the Group’s budget for the 
current year has yet to be approved by Reading. Clarification was provided 
on the way in which SGIfA is allocated funding and how that is spent; the 
primary expenditure in the current year has been travel expenses and 
BEFS subscription. The take-up of the offer of travel assistance for 
members to courses was queried. The accounts were approved 
unanimously. 
 

 

4. Chairman’s Report  

 The Chair reported that the Group’s 5 Year Plan will shortly be updated, to 
mesh with the IfA’s Strategic Plan, and that the Group will be required to 
produce a Business Plan as part of Reading’s development of the Groups 
Forum and streamlining of Groups. 
 
Training continues to be very active and the year has seen the delivery of 
several training sessions, which were well received: Open Source GIS 
sessions were held in Edinburgh, while a course on Measured Survey 
techniques was held in Newtonmore. The Chair thanked all of the tutors 
and committee members who made these sessions possible. Training 
sessions planned for the rest of this calendar year include Digital 
Photography and the Illustration of Measured Survey. The Group welcomes 
suggestions of topics for future events.  
 
SGIfA continued to contribute to advocacy work in Scotland, by assisting 
the Reading office with consultations on Scottish matters and through 
attendance at workshops and membership of BEFS. The Group is also 
seeking partnerships with other institutions, with the aim of offering member 

 



benefits, and mutual support, training and CPD.  
 
The Chair stated that future aspirations for the Committee were to increase 
membership and to continue to provide training events. 
 
Membership statement – 415. 
 

5. Elections  

 As there were fewer nominations than available places on the Committee, 
and only one nomination (Matt Ritchie, co-opted onto the committee 
previously), the nominee was elected to the Committee without requiring a 
ballot. There are still two openings available on the committee and Group 
members are encouraged to come forward. 
 
The current Committee members are Mark Roberts (Chair), Melanie 
Johnson (Hon. Secretary), Mary Peteranna (Hon. Treasurer), Susan 
Hamilton, Kenneth Aitchison, Cara Jones, Matt Ritchie. 
 

 

6. AOCB  

 A wide ranging discussion was held.  
 

 

 
 
 
Melanie Johnson, Hon. Secretary, 10th November 2012 


