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News 
 

Scottish Group Facebook Page 
 
The Scottish Group now have their own 
Facebook page, where information about events 
and the work of the Group will be publicised. 
Search for ‘Scottish Group of the Institute for 
Archaeologists’ and ‘like’ us or go to  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-
Group-of-the-Institute-for-
Archaeologists/118919181526150 
 
Let us know what you think, and what sorts of 
information you would like to see on this page. 
 
The Group also has a page on the IfA’s main 
website, where you can download copies of 
meeting minutes and past newsletters, and keep 
up-to-date with the work of the Group. 
http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish 
 

Scottish Group AGM 
 
The Scottish Group of the IfA held its AGM at 
Edinburgh University on the 28th October 2011. 
The outgoing Chair Daniel Rhodes presided 
over the meeting at which new Treasurer Mary 
Peteranna presented the Group’s financial 
statement (prepared by outgoing Treasurer 
Kirsty Dingwall). As his final act as Chair Daniel 
Rhodes thanked the committee for its sustained 
efforts over the year.  
 
As there were fewer nominations than places on 
the Committee, the nominees were elected to 
the Committee without requiring a ballot. The 
new committee comprises Mark Roberts (Chair, 
freelance archaeologist), Candy Hatherley 
(Wessex Archaeology), Mel Johnson (CFA 
Archaeology), Mary Peteranna (Ross & 
Cromarty Archaeological Services), Susan 
Casey (RCAHMS), Kenneth Aitchison 
(Landward Research Ltd), Cara Jones 
(Archaeology Scotland) and Peter Hinton 
(Institute for Archaeologists). Following the 
meeting, the committee voted to co-opt Matthew 

Ritchie (Forestry Commission Scotland) onto the 
committee for the year ahead. 
 
Attendees of the meeting were presented with a 
series of short talks from John Lawson (City of 
Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service), 
Matthew Ritchie (FCS), and George Geddes 
(RCAHMS). John Lawson gave a useful insight 
into the impact of the new PAN2/2011 on 
developer-led archaeology, which replaces the 
familiar PAN42. Matt Ritchie gave an interesting 
talk on the work of the FCS Archaeologist, 
illustrated with a range of recent survey plans 
produced on behalf of the FCS. George Geddes 
gave an overview of the marine survey work of 
RCAHMS and some possible future directions 
this work might take. 
 
Lively debate followed, concluding with a social 
evening in a local pub. 
 

Scottish Group Recent Activities 
 
Part of the Group’s work is to assist IfA’s main 
office in Reading in responding to historic 
environment consultations relevant to Scotland 
and Scottish members. In the past year the 
Group has provided input to the following 
consultations: 
 

 Historic Scotland Corporate Plan 2012-2015 

 Historic Scotland Guidance Note on Works 
on Scheduled Monuments 

 Non-domestic Elements of Scottish GPDO 
1992 

 Highland Historic Environment Strategy and 
Standards for Archaeological Work 

 
Members of the Group have also attended a 
number of conferences in the past year with an 
information stand and membership application 
packs – you may have seen us at 
Archaeological Research in Progress, the 
TAFAC conference, the Edinburgh, East Lothian 
and Scottish Borders Conference, and the 
Highland Archaeology Fortnight Conference. We 
look forward to meeting members old and new 
at further conferences in 2012. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-Institute-for-Archaeologists/118919181526150
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-Institute-for-Archaeologists/118919181526150
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-Institute-for-Archaeologists/118919181526150
http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish
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Members of the Scottish Group have also 
attended a meeting of the IfA’s Groups Forum 
and a meeting in Reading to discuss IfA 
disciplinary procedures and how Groups can be 
involved in that process. 
 

Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust – 

news from Scotland’s latest RO 
David Strachan, PKHT 
 
Based in Perth and with a remit covering Perth 
and Kinross, Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust 
(or PKHT) is the latest Scottish Registered 
Organisation in the Institute for Archaeologists 
scheme. This is significant in two respects – not 
only is it a ‘third sector’, or voluntary 
organisation, but it also has a ‘curatorial’ role 
with respect to archaeology, rather than a 
commercial-contracting one. 
 
As a commitment to professional standards and 
competence in archaeology, this IfA ‘kite mark’ 
illustrates the high quality of approach adopted 
by the Trust in all areas of its operations, 
covering both historic building conservation as 
well as archaeology. Best known to the public 
for the key annual outreach events Perthshire 
Archaeology Month and Doors Open Days, the 
Trust’s small team of five actually deliver its 
objectives through a wide range of activities: 
carrying out projects, providing grant-aid, 
producing publications, and of course the 
curatorial remit of providing archaeological 
advice to local authority planners – a critical part 
of the developer-funded jigsaw. 
 
The Trust currently has ongoing two large-scale 
projects: the Historic Churchyards of Eastern 
Perthshire and Bridging Perthshire’s Past, both 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, and is 
currently developing a major Landscape 
Partnership scheme for Tay Estuary, with a total 
value in the region of £2.5 million. The Tay was 
the focus of one of the Trust’s major 
archaeological projects carried out over the last 
decade, the excavation and recovery the Late 
Bronze Age logboat from the estuary at Carpow.  
 
The publication of this project, Carpow in 
Context: A Late Bronze Age Logboat from the 
Tay, published by the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, recently received the international 
Keith Muckelroy award at The Nautical 
Archaeology Society conference in Portsmouth, 
given for the publication which best reflects the 
aspirations and high scholarly standards of the 

pioneering maritime archaeologist Keith 
Muckelroy.  
 
Both the award and the success of the Trust’s 
projects over the years highlight the important 
role of locally-based curators and what they can 
contribute to the sector as a whole. To find out 
more, see our latest annual report at 
http://www.pkht.org.uk/. 
 

 
David Strachan, of Perth and Kinross Heritage 

Trust with the Keith Muckelroy award. 
 

New Forests and Historic 

Environment Guidelines 
Matt Ritchie, FCS Archaeologist 
 

The new UK Forestry Standard and associated 
Forests and Historic Environment (2011) 
guidelines (replacing the Forests and 
Archaeology guidelines published in 1995) can 
be found on the FC website 
(www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs). To help forest and 
woodland managers in Scotland meet the 
UKFS, several Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) online guides explore the historic 
environment resources available. The guides 
promote the recognition of the historic 
environment and encourage its protection during 
forestry operations. They will also be of interest 
to anyone providing a commercial or advisory 
historic environment service to the forestry 
sector.  

 

Identifying the historic environment 

 
To help woodland managers investigate, identify 
and record the historic environment within their 
woodlands and forests, FCS and Archaeology 

http://www.socantscot.org/
http://www.socantscot.org/
http://www.pkht.org.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
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Scotland have produced a clear, concise and 
fully illustrated practice guide. ‘Identifying the 
historic environment in Scotland’s forests and 
woodlands’ is available free to view and 
download from the FCS website 
(www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland). 
Old woodland has often protected historic 
features from more intensive land-uses 
(although roots and wind-blow can cause 
damage to archaeological deposits), so 
exploring areas where less physical intervention 
has occurred (such as ploughing or mounding) 
is likely to be more rewarding. The practice 
guide aims to provide an accessible introduction 
to exploring ‘archaeology in the field’, describing 
what best to look for and what the remains may 
represent. 
 

If new archaeological discoveries become 
commonplace in any given area – or the forester 
is unsure of the identification or importance of a 
site – the forester is encouraged to seek advice 
from a professional archaeologist. It is also 
recommended that details of any new 
discoveries should also be supplied to the local 
Historic Environment Record. 
 

 
Callendar Park hillfort 

 

Historic Environment Information & Advice 

 
The wide range of existing resources available 
to consult both before and during site 
investigations is highlighted in a second FCS 
guidance note, ‘Historic Environment Information 
& Advice for Forest and Woodland Managers in 
Scotland’. First published in 2008, the guide was 
comprehensively updated in 2011, ensuring that 
all of the resources and case studies are 
relevant, contemporary and appropriate. The 
guide is also freely available from the FCS 
historic environment web pages. 

 

Designed specifically for foresters and woodland 
managers, it is a comprehensive guide to the 
resources available relating to the historic 
environment of Scotland and is a ‘route map’ to 
the most pertinent available information and 
advice. It includes contact details and web links 
throughout, including key links for early 
consultation. Sections include: 
 

 core policy documents and definitions of the 
historic environment; 

 designations and legislation that may apply to 
the historic environment; 

 forestry operations, licensing and grant 
schemes; 

 historic environment information resources; 
and 

 archaeological survey and forest planning. 
 
As well as highlighting sources of information at 
national, regional and local level for help in the 
identification of historic environment sites, there 
is a clear framework for archaeological survey in 
support of Forest Plans in Scotland. 
 

The role of archaeological survey in Forest 

Plans 
 
The historic environment record is still only 
fragmentary and partial. Gathering new, 
effective information is therefore vitally important 
in improving management of the historic 
environment. It will help in assessing the impact 
of any forest or woodland activity, guide any 
further investigation or conservation work at the 
site and help ensure that more significant sites 
are protected and that other sites are recorded 
appropriately. 
 
‘Historic Environment Information & Advice for 
Forest and Woodland Managers in Scotland’ 
includes a section on gathering new information 
with a description of the approaches and 
techniques available. There is also guidance on 
sourcing commercial historic environment 
consultants – who have an important role to play 
in evaluating the significance of information, 
ensuring compliance and advising on best 
practice. 
 
The section discusses relevant archaeological 

survey (such as desk based survey, 

prospective survey and protective survey) 
and will help guide the specification for 
archaeological works. Specifically, it answers 
three essential questions: 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
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 When is a survey required? 

 What level of survey is required? 

 What sort of product can be expected from 
the specified survey? 

 
The guidance recognises that a Forest Plan is a 
holistic statement of long-term management 
objectives - and that associated historic 
environment advice should be carefully 
designed in support. Historic environment advice 
should be pragmatic and prioritised, highlighting 
the most important sites in language that is easy 
to understand and making recommendations 
that are practical to adopt.  
 

The range of archaeological survey 

described 
 
Evaluating an area deemed to be 
archaeologically sensitive usually requires a 
combination of techniques appropriate to the 
type of landform and potential archaeology that 
may be encountered. The most commonly used 
techniques are:  
 

 Desk-based assessment – the identification 
of known or potential historic environment 
sites through examining existing records.  

 

 Prospective survey – survey undertaken to 
locate and define upstanding historic 
environment sites. Surveys can take a variety 
of forms: the targeted inspection and 
definition of known sites; the prospective (or 
predictive) survey of ground of high potential 
to locate previously unidentified sites; and the 
comprehensive inspection of all ground 
covered by a proposal.  

 

 Protective and detailed survey - survey 
undertaken to support agreed design 
solutions such as: a final walkover survey to 
mark out significant archaeological remains 
within the proposal and fully check the area 
identified for planting; or a detailed measured 
survey to record the landscape prior to 
planting.  

 
Historic Environment Information & Advice 
provides an easy to read introduction to the 
historic environment resources available to 
woodland managers. A properly planned 
archaeological survey will form the long-term 
historic environment foundation for the Forest 
Plan and is evidence of best-practice 

management for FC Woodland Officers and 
UKWAS auditors. The guide prepares the forest 
and woodland manager, ensuring an 
understanding of their needs and requirements 
in relation to the historic environment. 
 

RCAHMS Review 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External 
Affairs, Fiona Hyslop, has commissioned 
Historic Scotland to undertake a strategic 
options appraisal on the future of RCAHMS. 
 
The review will focus on how RCAHMS delivers 
its functions and whether there are alternative 
options that would be more efficient, while 
delivering the same outcomes.  
 
You can contribute to the review by completing 
the online questionnaire, which is an important 
first step in gauging how RCAHMS is used. 
There is also a stakeholder workshop on 8th 
February in Edinburgh, hosted by BEFS.  
 
You can find out more about the review process 
on the website, where there are links to FAQs, 
the online questionnaire and information on the 
workshop: 
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/news/rcahms-review 
 

Training 
 
The Scottish Group have again been busy 
organising training events over the last year and 
are putting together another exciting programme 
for the year ahead. Look out for news bulletins 
about courses as they are finalised. Courses are 
designed to provide CPD opportunities for 
Scottish members, and we also aim to get away 
from Edinburgh-centric delivery wherever 
possible. 
 
Kicking things off this year was An Introduction 
to GIS for Archaeologists, held over two 
Saturdays (21st and 28th January 2012), hosted 
at Historic Scotland in Edinburgh. Other courses 
on Health & Safety awareness and survey 
techniques are currently planned and details will 
be published in due course.  
 
The Group would be very interested to hear from 
members regarding topics for future training 
events, or hear any feedback on training days 
our members have attended. 
 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/news/rcahms-review
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Events 
 

IfA Annual Conference and 

Training Event 
 
The IfA’s 2012 conference will be held in Oxford 
from 18-20 April. 
 
The theme for the conference will be Partnership 

Working – creating effective networks 
throughout the historic, natural and built 
environments to maximise resources, increase 
public benefit and build a stronger sector. 
 
The timetable is now organised and you should 
have received your summary programme along 
with details of the venue and how to book in the 
Winter edition of The Archaeologist, or follow 
this link to the dedicated web pages for 
timetables, abstracts, updates and conference 
news: 
http://www.archaeologists.net/conferences. 
 
The conference has a packed programme with 
sessions in traditional format, as well as training 
opportunities with a diverse group of bookable 
CPD workshops and open training seminars. It 
provides an excellent CPD opportunity. The 
sessions and workshops are relevant to all those 
involved in the historic environment from those 
entering the profession who wish to learn 
essential skills and to develop their knowledge 
of up-to-date policy and practice issues, those 
who already have successful careers and are 
looking to update their knowledge and enhance 
their skills, and those with a keen interest in the 
historic environment who want to hear about the 
latest discoveries and partnership working. 
 
With its combination of keynote addresses, 
wide-ranging sessions, workshops, displays, 
poster sessions and other events, it is a vital 
forum for discussing topical professional issues, 
with something to interest everyone. 
 

Archaeology Scotland Out and 

About 
 
Archaeology Scotland have begun a new email 
newsletter service for their members, which lists 
events, exhibitions, courses, publications, 
conferences, excavations and open days, talks, 
and other community activities, plus useful 
websites and details of organisations. This is an 

extremely useful resource and allows you to 
keep up-to-date with a wide variety of events. 
 
To receive this fantastic service you need to be 
a member of Archaeology Scotland, and this is 
just one of the many advantages of 
membership. To support Archaeology Scotland 
in the work they do and to take out membership, 
see their website for more details: 
http://www.scottisharchaeology.org.uk/ 
 

A final word…. 
 
The quickest and most cost-effective way for the 
IfA to contact its members is through email. We 
would encourage all members to make sure the 
Reading office have your correct email address 
to ensure you hear about SGIfA training events, 
receive this newsletter, and hear about other 
aspects of the Scottish Group’s activities, and 
please encourage your friends and colleagues to 
do the same.  
 
Membership of the Scottish Group is free for IfA 
members, and attracts a small fee for non-IfA 
members. Please feel free to circulate this 
newsletter and we would like to ask you to 
encourage your friends and colleagues to join 
the Scottish Group. 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
For more information on the IfA’s Scottish Group 
please see our website at: 
http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish 
 
Newsletters are published twice a year and all 
contributions from Scottish members are 
welcome (news, events, new discoveries, 
project roundups, books, talks, staff news etc). 
To make a contribution to forthcoming editions 
of the Newsletter please email:  
mel@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

 

http://www.archaeologists.net/conferences
http://www.scottisharchaeology.org.uk/
http://www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish

