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The Archaeology of the Severn Estuary and beyond 
 Recent archaeology from the Severn Estuary and its surrounding wetlands 

Strode Theatre, Strode College, Street 

Saturday 9 February 2013— 9.00-16.30 

 

This one day conference presents some of the most exciting and intriguing archaeology from the Severn Estuary 
region, from the major excavations at Hinkley and Steart on the Somerset coast to prehistoric footprints on the Welsh 
side of the estuary and discoveries made in the fantastically preserved medieval Newport Ship. The latest discoveries 
from Aller in Somerset will be revealed and the interaction between prehistoric humans and beavers will be explored. 
The special guest lecture will be on Must Farm, Cambridgeshire, one of the most exciting prehistoric sites ever 
discovered in the UK. 

The conference will be followed by the SELRC AGM for (SELRC members only) 

£15 including buffet lunch, tea and coffee. 

Booking is essential. There will be no paying on the door as the numbers for lunch and tea etc have to be known 
well in advance. 

More information and Booking from Strode box office on 01458 442846 Mon-Sat 10am-2pm or book online at 
www.strodetheatre.co.uk .  

The conference is organised by the Severn Estuary Levels Research Committee (SELRC) and Somerset County 
Council and is sponsored by Somerset Levels Local Action Group 

Severn Estuary Levels Research Committee/Somerset County 

Council  

IfA Groups 

Other conferences and events 

L-P Archaeology 

Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods  
in Archaeology - UK Conference  
Old Truman Brewery, Brick Lane, London  

22-23 February, 2013   

 
The 2013 Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods in Archaeology UK meeting is being hosted (for the first 
time ever!) by a commercial archaeology unit, L - P : Archaeology, an IfA Registered Organisation. 

A general programme of presenters, papers and posters is now available on the website, with information regarding 
event registration. 

Consultation on draft IfA Standard and guidance for archaeological advice 

and procurement of archaeological services 

This first consultation draft of an IfA Standard and guidance for archaeological advice 

and procurement of archaeological services has been developed by a working group 

consisting of IfA staff and consultants from a range of different backgrounds and has 

benefitted from comments by members of IfA Council and its Professional 

Development and Practice Committee. It aims to address issues of ethics, quality and 

consistency in the provision of archaeological advice on a consultancy basis and in the 

procurement of archaeological services. Depending on the results of this consultation, 

the aim is for the Standard and guidance to be proposed for interim adoption at an 

EGM in April 2013.  

All the consultation documents can be found on the member area of our website at 

www.archaeologists.net/cons2012procurement. The deadline for the consultation is 

Thursday 31 January at 5pm.   

Archives Special Interest Group  

Discussion sessions 

Organiser(s): Steve Allen, Graphics Archaeology Group (sallen@yorkat.co.uk) 

The session aims to highlight the importance of graphics images to the successful outcome of a project.  The intention 

is to showcase how the image production process is (or should be) integrated into the project design and execution.  It 

will show how images are used in the initial recording process, how they are used to analyse the data gathered and 

how they can be used to interpret and explain that analysis.  It will demonstrate how the impact of a project, whether 

on the general public or on fellow members of the profession often depends on the quality and power of the images 

used.   

When images are used effectively, the impact can be out of all proportion to the time and effort invested in their 

production.  Conversely, a poorly used image can obscure important information or indeed undervalue the significance 

of the project.  In an environment in which images are so essential to publicity and to communication it is essential that 

their effective use is understood.   

However it is not just the images which require effective use.  Those who produce these images need to be 

recognised and their skills valued in order to encourage best performance and best professional practice.  Deferring 

the involvement of the graphics staff until a late stage in the life of a project will adversely affect both the self-image of 

the practitioners and the outcome of the project itself.  The level of skill, understanding and interpretative ability 

necessary to produce graphics to professional standards needs to be brought on board at the earliest possible stage.  

The session therefore also aims to show how integrating the graphics professionals into the project from the beginning 

can significantly enhance the outcome of the project and hence the impact on the archaeological or non-

archaeological audience for our work.     

London Special Area Group 

Trains and Boats and Drains 

Infrastructure and the Historic Environment 
Saturday 23 February 2013, 10am-4.45pm 

The Gallery, Alan Baxter & Assocs.  

75, Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EL 

London has been the focus of both Government and private enterprise spending on Infrastructure for a number of 
years, and this looks set to continue. In this Conference we want to explore how the Historic Environment has fared in 
these works, to what extent has it been seen as an `asset’, or possibly a hindrance, and how has its protection been 
managed, particularly in sometimes complex project management structures? What have we learnt, and what can 
inform projects in the future? Talks will cover completed projects, ones in build at the moment, and ones being 
planned. We will look at historic infrastructure, as well as the continuing management of heritage assets. 

Tickets: £20 special price for members of IfA London Area Group or £25 to all. 

To book tickets please contact Camilla Massara at the IfA: camilla.massara@archaeologists.net or download a 
booking form  

Institute for Archaeologists, SHES, The University of Reading, Whiteknights, PO Box 227, Reading RG6 6AB or phone  
0118 378 6446.  

The conference is being presented by the Institute for Archaeologists’ London Area Group 

IfA 2013: Call for Papers 

d1 Impact requires imagery; best practice in the use of images to 

create impact on the audience 

Organiser(s): Mike Hodder, Birmingham City Council (Mike.Hodder@birmingham.gov.uk) and Ian George, 

English Heritage (ian.george@english-heritage.org.uk)  

This session will consider opportunities to make waves and design and demonstrate impact in the context of urban 

regeneration.  Going a step further than avoidance or exclusion of heritage assets, engineering solutions to preserve 

them, and lines in the ground to interpret them, innovative design can make the most of the contribution of the historic 

environment to local distinctiveness and a sense of place as well as recognising the intrinsic significance of heritage 

assets. This can range from retention and celebration of historic street patterns and the reflection of property 

boundaries in building design to hard and soft landscaping that is both inspired by and interprets heritage assets. 

The session is intended to attract a range of professionals including urban designers, architects and landscape 

architects. It will include case studies to demonstrate what can be achieved and also acknowledge difficulties and 

challenges in perceptions, design and implementation. A review of Birmingham’s experiences and achievements will 

include the medieval manor house, burgage plots and canals in the city centre and Metchley Roman fort in Edgbaston, 

as an introduction to site visits. 

d2 Making the past work for the future: urban design and the 

historic environment 

Organiser(s): Roger Thomas, English Heritage (RogerM.Thomas@english-heritage.org.uk) 

The 2011 Southport Report highlighted the importance of securing clear ‘public benefit’ from development-led 
archaeological work. At around the same time, universities were learning that the ‘impact’ of their research was to be 
one of the criteria for decisions about future research funding. 

The parallels are obvious, as is the scope for working together across the government, commercial and higher 
education archaeological sectors, to produce the maximum ‘impact’ (or public benefit) from development-led work. 
This is clearly to the potential advantage of all. 

This session will look at current initiatives aimed at extracting the maximum value, in terms of new knowledge and 
understanding, from past and current development-led work. The session will also consider how the different sectors 
might work together in the future in order to achieve the greatest possible impact, and the relationships between 
development-led archaeological work, academic research and public engagement. 

d3 Archaeological impacts on communities 

For our 2013 conference, we aim to attract the usual diverse mix of fascinating talks and essential workshops, along 

with a smattering of inspirational case studies which will help us all get to grips with how we can really make an impact 

from our projects. 

All our sessions are now in the conference programme, and we are looking to attract some great papers and 
discussants for the event. Further details of discussion and seminar sessions are available on the programme pages 
at www.archaeologists.net/2013sessions, and can be found below along with session organisers. 

Submissions for papers in particular sessions should be sent to conference session organisers directly. The deadline 
for final submissions, including your abstracts should be made by 31 January 2013. Paper submissions should 
include your full contact details, which session you are submitting to, a title and abstract of 200 words. 

Details of workshops and how to book your place at conference can be found on the website at 
www.archaeologists.net/2013makingwaves and it is now possible to book your place at the 2013 IfA conference online 
via PayPal at www.archaeologists.net/2013bookings . 

Organiser(s); Kate Geary, IfA (Kate.Geary@archaeologists.net) and Tara-Jane Sutcliffe, CBA (tara-
janesutcliffe@britarch.ac.uk)  

As archaeologists, we know that archaeology has an impact – and a benefit - beyond an increased understanding of 
aspects of the past. But how do we demonstrate that impact to the wider world? 

The rise of community archaeology has led to archaeologists working with an ever more diverse range of individuals 
and groups across the UK and beyond. In many cases, the ‘point’ of this work goes way beyond archaeological 
investigation into the realms of social inclusion, integration and rehabilitation. Its impact on the lives of those involved 
is much greater than the discovery of material remains or evidence of past communities. 

This session is about the practice of archaeology, not its results. It will explore what it is about archaeology that makes 
it such a good tool for reaching out to different audiences who might otherwise be classed as difficult, excluded or 
peripheral. Above all, it is about the impact of archaeology on lives and how that impact can be demonstrated. 

d6 Paying dividends? Securing the impact of development-led 

archaeological work 

Organiser(s); Stella Jackson (chair, saj504@york.ac.uk) and Rob Lennox, University of York (discussant, 
rdal500@york.ac.uk) 

 Although specific heritage legislation and policy has a clear impact on heritage protection and archaeological work in 
the UK, throughout history policy has also been affected by the dominant political agendas and philosophies of the 
time. Following elections in May 2010, the new Coalition Government came into power in the UK, with a manifesto 
focused on the ‘Big Society’. This is in essence a localism agenda, aimed at decentralization and the devolvement of 
power from central to local government. One of the main aims of the Big Society is to enable local communities to 
become more self-sufficient and less reliant on state provision, as well as encouraging them to take local action. Thus, 
there are a number of measures within the 2011 Localism Bill aimed at empowering local communities to take a much 
more active role in local decision-making, particularly in relation to planning and development. But what has been the 
impact of the Big Society agenda on British archaeology, or alternatively, what effect has British archaeology had on 
the Big Society? How does archaeology fit in to the localism agenda, and what can we do to ensure that it continues to 
have an impact in the future? 

This session will include papers which outline the impact of ‘Big Society’ policies, using case studies to showcase the 
positive contributions that archaeology and heritage can make to, for example, local planning and neighbourhood 
development forums, community projects and events, capacity-building projects and local decision-making. Papers 
which critically review the impact of the Big Society may also be presented, although it is intended that the session will 
focus on examples of good practice. 

d4 The impact of the ‘Big Society’ 

Organiser(s): David Allen (SMA), Duncan H Brown (EH and IfA Archives Group), Rachel Edwards (Arboretum 

Archaeological Consultancy), Phil Mills (IfA Finds Group).  

Contact Duncan for paper submissions at: Duncan.Brown2@english-heritage.org.uk. 

Who or why or which or what? Two aspects of the archaeological record have merited increasing examination 
recently. The IfA S&Gs on Archaeological Materials and Archaeological Archives, where the emphasis is, in part, on 
the importance of the long-term products of research on archaeological assemblages, are being reviewed as part of a 
broader strategy to assess their impact and continuing relevance. The principle that consistent approaches to analysis 
and archive management ensure the accessibility and future value of the information we gather should underpin 
everything we do and this is worth revisiting at a time when archaeologists are being encouraged to ease planning 
constraints and reduce the pressure on museum stores. 

Meanwhile, one strand of the Society of Museum Archaeologists/English Heritage  'Archaeological Archives Review' 
now in its final stages of preparation, is an attempt to determine what uses are made of archaeological archives once 
they reach the repository.  Although the relevant information was not always easy to obtain, the actual answer is quite 
clearly 'many and varied'.   

In part, this session will look at current practice in creating and compiling the archaeological record with the aim of 
promoting discussion of approaches to finds and their implication for archives, in particular the issues of on-site 
recovery, selection strategies and recording requirements as well as publication and dissemination. Contributors may 
include specialists involved in the creation and maintenance of archives, freelance finds specialists, those working for 
contractors and those researching finds in academic institutions.  

The second half will use the results of the SMA survey, where they involve the use of information gathered from 
archaeological projects as the basis for presenting case studies in post-deposition use of the archaeological record. It 
is intended that these will range from the top of the scale (a dedicated museum, shelves of published reports, and site 
trail complete with apps) to the more lowly categories where only works of synthesis or local interest are involved.   

We are looking from contributions on creating, compiling and using the archaeological record.  

Someone, or nobody, knows I wot. 

d5 The Akond of Swat and the archaeological record 

Organiser(s); Rob Janaway, IfA Forensics SIG (R.C.Janaway@bradford.ac.uk) and Mike Groen Netherland 

Forensic Institute (m.groen@nfi.minvenj.ni) 

The session will address two current themes: 

 The effect of high profile cases and media interest on the standing and practice of forensic archaeology 

 Co-operation in Europe – report back on the 1st European Forensic Archaeology meeting held in the Hague 
August 2012. 

Management of Expectations 

It is essential that police investigation contains a press strategy that includes the fact that the use of forensic 
archaeology and geophysics as part of a search strategy is not only  to find buried objects or remains, but also to 
eliminate areas from the investigation with high degree of confidence. A negative result may be viewed as a positive – 
recently this has been successfully demonstrated by UK investigators where the emphasis was on ‘the elimination’ 
factor and managing the public, and media, expectations. 

Using ‘approved’ Experts and/or expertise 

From the high profile cases the public now expect the involvement of a forensic archaeologist in any case where the 
target is buried.  In conjunction with the Forensic Science Regulator the IfA has established an Expert Panel List which 
now forms a list held by the National Policing Improvement Agency. The session will update participants of 
developments within forensic regulation, the evolving role of the NPIA and the newly formed National Crime Agency. It 
will review how effective the establishment of the list has been and what are the criteria used by police to select 
experts such as Forensic Archaeologists? 

Developments within Europe 

On the 22 August 2012, 46 attendees from 16 countries met at the Netherlands Forensic Institute at the Hague. This 
was a meeting jointly hosted by the Dutch NFI and the IfA Expert Panel for European forensic archaeologists or other 
forensic practitioners who apply forensic archaeological principles in their casework. The meeting reviewed a variety of 
casework and practice from different European countries. This session will report back on the content of the meeting 
and announce future developments regarding future European meetings. 

d7 The impact of forensic archaeology on the criminal justice 

system 

Organiser(s): Natasha Powers, MOLA and IfA Research and Impact Group (npowers@mola.org.uk), Kate Geary, 

IfA (kate.geary@archaeologists.net) and Amanda Forster, IfA (amanda.forster@archaeologists.net) 

Archaeological projects undertaken across research, community and developer-funded sectors are increasingly 
expected to achieve a real and tangible impact on local communities, whether it be social, cultural or economic. Impact 
is not an impossible agenda for archaeologists. As will be demonstrated throughout the conference programme, 
archaeology really does have the ability to have an impact on the lives of those living and working near to 
archaeological sites. However, having an impact may be the easy part – what is conceivably more difficult is 
demonstrating how that impact has been felt. This seminar session invites colleagues to informally discuss their own 
projects and how they can ensure that the impact of those projects can be documented and illustrated once the project 
has completed. We will also invite representatives from funding bodies and organisations who require demonstration 
of impact to discuss how impact is successfully managed. The discussions will be documented by the IfA Research 
and Impact SIG, with the intention of producing a Guide to demonstrating impact in archaeological projects during 
2013. 

s1 Demonstrating impact in archaeological projects 

Organiser(s); Janet Miller, Director of Heritage, Atkins Heritage; Sefryn Penrose, Atkins Heritage 

(sefryn.penrose@atkinsglobal.com) and Brigitte Buss (Atkins Heritage (brigitte.buss@atkinsglobal.com) 

At the end of his 1973 polemic Archaeology and the Loss of Innocence, David Clarke stated that “the practical 
excavator should appreciate more than any other archaeologist the degree to which his practice is controlled by his 
theoretical expectations, and these should accordingly be appropriate”. In the decades since that work was published, 
there have been other paradigm shifting moments for archaeological and heritage thinking. Have these challenges to 
the orthodoxy and the resulting heated debates led to revolutions in our practice? Or did the “expansion of 
consciousness” that Clarke urged us to embrace lead to a lack of confidence in the value of an archaeological 
perspective? 

Attempts to measure impact and legacy join the continued dominance of preservation – in situ and by record – in 
archaeology’s preoccupation with the future; while concerns around social impact and conservation have prioritised 
the presentation of a perceived ‘authentic’ past and view ‘memories’ as data. Archaeological practice in and for the 
present, meanwhile, falls back on tried and tested forms that rarely carry the hallmark of major theoretical innovations. 

The IfA is on the cusp of Charterdom, a cornerstone of establishment, and many of the anti‐establishment figures of 
the post‐processual movement and the vanguard of social archaeology and inclusive heritage are now part of the ‘old 
guard’. This session will critically examine the contribution of this extraordinary generation, their impact on practice, 
and the ‘legacy’ of archaeology’s loss of innocence for the generations of today and tomorrow. 

This will not be a show‐and‐tell session. It will be substantial, challenging, critical, argumentative. Each paper will take 
as their starting‐point one seminal work or project that proposed or reflected major theoretical or methodological shifts 
in our discipline and consider their lasting impact on archaeological and heritage practice. 

Contributions are invited on (but are not limited to) the practical legacy of the following moments: 

 Post‐processualism 

 The ‘Material Culture Turn’ 

 Archaeologies of the Contemporary 

 Gender and Archaeology 

 World Archaeology 

 Conservation Management Planning 

 The Heathrow Terminal 5 Excavation 

 Community/Public Archaeology 

s2 Impact ‐ What Impact? Legacy ‐ What Legacy? Archaeology 

and the loss of confidence 

Organiser(s); Mike Nevell, Buildings Archaeology Group (M.D.Nevell@salford.ac.uk), Ed James, Buildings 
Archaeology Group, (edward_a_james@hotmail.co.uk) and Steve Allen, Graphics Archaeology Group, 
(sallen@yorkat.co.uk) 

The development of new technologies and methodologies for the archaeological investigation of standing buildings is 
continuing to yield exciting results. From the use of complex computer modelling to innovative new survey methods, 
the advances in technology in the last 15 years within the field of buildings archaeology has the potential to 
revolutionise the way we approach their study, and the level of understanding we are able to attain. 

This first part of this session will be organised by the Buildings Archaeology Group and seeks to highlight some of 
these methods and assess their commercial and academic impact, whilst providing a flavour of where buildings 
archaeology and visualisation is headed in the 21st Century. 

During the second part of the session, Steve Allen will consider the use of new technologies and methods in terms of 
their appropriateness to more traditional alternatives, and their ability to convey the messages we need them to. The 
visualisations which have been produced as a direct result certainly provide ‘impact’ in terms of impressive graphics 
and sometimes stunning new ways of looking at sites or artefacts.  Yet have we ever actually stopped to ask whether 
these methods are always the most appropriate for the information we want to convey?  Does the power of the image 
enhance our understanding of the subject and how easy is it to acquire the skills to operate and interpret cutting edge 
technology in the first place? If the skills to obtain this knowledge are not widely accessible, what does this mean for 
the future of current practitioners in the graphics field or indeed for new starters in the discipline?  

s3 Time to tie up the tape measure? The impact of new 

technologies and techniques in archaeology 

Seminar sessions 

IfA Conference Special! 

Any comments, questions or news you would like to post? Please get in touch by 

emailing us at admin@archaeologists.net 

http://www.archaeologists.net/  

 
 

Regional Archive Workshops 

14 March 2013, 10am-4.30pm 

Plymouth 

The Archives Group have organised a series of regional workshops designed to promote good practice in working with 
archaeological archives, to provide hands-on experience and encourage participants to engage with archive issues by 
considering new perspectives. It is intended that a mixed group of archaeologists from all areas of the discipline, 
including planning archaeologists, contractors, museum curators, specialists and consultants will share experiences, 
issues and viewpoints so that everyone develops a greater awareness of the problems and possible solutions around 
archiving archaeological material. 

A hands-on practical session with archive materials will require participants to form into groups that will compile an 
archive in readiness for deposition, check an archive prior to deposition or search a digital archive to answer a specific 
set of queries. The afternoon session will set a series of questions to different groups, who will then share their 
deliberations and conclusions in a final discussion. There will also be an opportunity to discuss specific issues that 
participants wish to raise from their personal experience. 

The cost of the workshop is £10 for IfA members and £16 for non members. 

For more information and a programme please click here 

Future dates and locations: 
Next year we are intending to hold workshops in Cambridge or Ipswich, Coventry, London, Sussex, York. 

If you would like to be kept informed of the workshops programme, or have any questions relating to them, please 

email Lianne Birney (lianne.birney@archaeologists.net). 

Finds Special Interest Group presents 

New Research on Organic Finds 

A day meeting in York 

Department  of Archaeology, Kings Manor, University of York 

Wednesday 20 March 2013 10.30 -4.30 pm 

Speakers will provide overviews of the new research on a variety of organic materials recovered from archaeological 

excavations and report new findings. This is an opportunity to hear about cutting edge research: using traditional non 

invasive approaches and the latest sensitive biochemical analyses. 

Topics covered include plant remains, wood, bone, ivory, horn, birds eggshell, wool etc.  

Cost £10 IfA members and £25 others. 

To book or request further details from Andrew Jones, York Archaeological Trust, 47 Aldwark, York YO1 7BX.  

Tel 01904 663007, email bone@yorkat.co.uk  
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