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Running sessions and fringe events at the IfA conference
How does it work?
All session and fringe events need to be proposed using this form by 31 July 2013. 
Each session proposal will be assessed by our Conference team (members of staff and representatives from Council, Committees and Groups). We aim to have an agreed timetable by September, with full session abstracts including all speakers requested by the end of December 2013. 

Conference 2014 theme: Research in practice

Research is at the core of all investigation: excavations as part of the planning process, historic building recording for private houses, community projects engaging a diverse audience or a million pound initiatives funded by research councils. Whoever is footing the bill, each time an archaeologist begins a new project the research design should outline how that investigation aims to answer specific questions, produce new knowledge or challenge old ideas. The pursuit of knowledge is central to our work – isn’t it?

Our 2014 conference aims to examine the concept of research across current archaeological practice, as well as highlighting how archaeologists contribute new knowledge to a wider understanding of the human past. The conference hopes to question how research practice has developed and to face the challenges often posed to heritage professionals regarding value, quality, dissemination and accessibility. Why should all archaeological projects ensure the knowledge they create is accessible? How can academic research influence policy and practice? What can employers do to engage all their staff in best practice and guarantee the highest quality research? Why should developers and clients pay for archaeological research? What is the role of communities in setting our research agenda?

Finally, we hope our 2014 conference in Glasgow will give us all a chance to sit back and relax, while we enjoy new discoveries, experience new techniques and explore archaeological research at its very best. 

Please forward this form to Amanda Forster (amanda.forster@archaeologists.net) by the 31 July 2013. 
	What type of session are you proposing?

	
	Discussion – traditional paper format, with room for Q&A 

	
	Seminar – more open format, perhaps with one or two position papers, but with an emphasis on debate, discussion and outcomes 

	
	Fringe event – a short 1.5 hour long session with a specific purpose, such as a Group AGM, a focus on specific question, debate, gallery

	NB Workshop – specific CPD training workshops with NOS outcomes should be proposed using the workshop proposal form. 

	Session title [eg the short title]

	

	Session summary [c.250 words which sum up what the session is about]

	

	Session organiser(s) [name, organisation and contact details] 

	1.
2.

3.
4.



	Session abstract [Outline of the aim of the session, and any planned outcomes, links to the conference theme. If the session is not linked to the theme, please include why the session is timely and important for the 2013 conference]

	


Please send this form, completed, to Amanda Forster (amanda.forster@archaeologists.net).
