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Archaeology and innovation 
#HeritageChat 
The March 2020 #HeritageChat explored archaeology and innovation and was led by 

the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). CIfA are currently working with the 

Association of Local Government Archaeology Officers on a Historic England funded 

project to explore innovation and how historic environment professionals can learn 

about and incorporate innovative practice. The aim of the project is to build sector 

capacity and promote innovative approaches to maximise public benefit. This 

#HeritageChat forms part of the project.  

 

Questions asked 
 
1) On a scale of 1-10 where would you rank our sector in terms of innovation? 
 
2) Is innovation always a good thing? 
 
3) How do practitioners currently discover innovations? 
 
4) How do we feel about / respond to other practitioner’s innovations? 
 
5) How best can we as a sector assess which innovations will be genuinely useful? 
 
6) Would a published review of new techniques/methods/case studies be useful? 
 
7) What are the primary barriers to adopting innovation in archaeology? 
 
8) How can we as a sector better promote and facilitate knowledge exchange when it comes to 
innovation opportunities? 
 
9) Why are we not better using innovative forms of dissemination and publication (i.e. digital, open 
access) for greater public benefit? How can we do this? 
 
10) One specific area of innovation can be seen in the advancements in photogrammetry and 3d 
modelling. Is it time to scrap bulk hand drawing of features? 
 
11) Do you have any examples or case studies you can share where you have implemented 
innovative practice on a project? 
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Tweet discussion 
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